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Preface 


Questions are good. It is a sign of a seeker! We all have 
questions as we read the Bible and God has designeditso. 


As long as we are sincerely seeking for answers, the Lord 
will provide it all through different sources. He is the ultimate 
Source of all truth. In Him and His Word we find answers to all 
our quests. He alone can satisfy the longing of the soul and the 
probing of the human mind that wants to know more. Through 
the working of the Holy Spirit, God ministers to us. 


The questions in this book Magnified, are real-life 
questions asked by people who wanted to dig deeper into the 
understanding of God's Word. I am sure these are some of the 
guestions that you might have too or you might be confronted 
with, one day. This little book would be handy as = study and 
share God's Word! 


We need to study and search the Word of God to satisfy 
our souls and also answer believers and unbelievers who might 
have questions on different Bible passages. The Word says, “The 
heart of the righteous studieth to answer” (Proverbs 15:28). 
So let's study to answer our own questions and be prepared to 
answer others as well. 


-Michael Pedrin 
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Ws t the bronze serpent made by Moses in the wilderness 
an idol? Wasr’t it idolatry to look upon it for healing? | 


No! It wasn't, though apparently it seems so. First of all, we need — 
to understand who defines what idolatry is? Is it man or God? The ~ 
logical reasoning is—if it was idolatry, do you think the wise God 
would contradict His own Word? 


Let us get the context and see why the bronze serpent was made. 


And the people spake against God, and against Moses,” 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? for here is no bread, neither is there any water; and 
our soul loatheth this light bread. (Numbers 21:5) 


True, there was no bread and water in the wilderness through 
which the children of Israel were traveling. But God had provided 
them free and healthy bread from heaven every morning and water 
from the rock (See Exodus 16:35; 17:5, 6). They called the bread of 
heaven, which was named manna, which angels also eat or provided 
(See Psalm 78:24, 25), as “light” bread. Another version says “this 
worthless bread” (NKJV). They ridiculed and scorned what God 
provided. 


See their audacity and complaining spirit and how they questioned 
God's wisdom: “Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness?” We need to ask—were they “dying” in the 
wilderness? Wasn't God miraculously sustaining them? What Bey 
accused God of doing, He permitted it to happen. 


And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and much people of Israel died. (Numbers 21:6) 


We need to be careful not to accuse God of something that He 
is not really doing, lest He makes the very thing happen! We are to 
learn from past experiences, that God has recorded for our benefit. — 
Paul said: 


Lae 
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For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope. (Romans 15:4) 


Only when tragedy strikes we tend to turn to God for help 


and deliverance. That is exactly what our forefathers did when the 
serpents killed many of their loved ones. 


Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against } 
thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. (Numbers 21:7) 


God, not only permitted the fiery serpents to be there in the camp 
but He also made a way out for them when they requested for the 
serpents to be taken away. 


And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and 
set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that 
is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. (Numbers 21:8) 


Why didn't God simply remove the serpents from the camp? 
Why did He prefer to have them around and simultaneously provide 
a way of healing by looking at a bronze serpent? The serpents that 
were biting them represented someone else, 


That old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan. (Revelation 
12:9) 


As Satan is still around in the world of sin, hurting us all the time, 
so also were these serpents in the wilderness permitted to be around. 
But as God provided a way of escape for us through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, on the Cross of Calvary, so also the Lord symbolically 
provided a way of escape for them in the wilderness through the 
brazen serpent on the pole. 


When we see the bigger picture we realize that this is the way the 
Lord works, with us sinners, most of the time in this world filled with 
troubles. He does not promise to remove the troubles and trials that 
we face, but He gives us a solution and the needed help to face it and 
overcome it. Jesus said, 


These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 
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When Paul prayed three times for the removal of the “thorn in 
the flesh, the messenger of Satan” (2 Corinthians 12:7), God did not 
remove it, but gave him the remedy for it. 


And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness, (2 Corinthians 12:9) 


Isaiah the prophet has written down what the Lord said about 
how He deals with our problems: 


When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour. (Isaiah 43:2, 3) 


The trouble is not taken away, but God is our companion through 
it—and that is so comforting. God has the power, no doubt, to 
remove the very problem, but most of the time He prefers to let it 
remain there for our own good. 


The Children of Israel were told to look upon the brass serpent, 
which the Lord commanded to be placed upon a pole, but He did not 
command them to bow down to it or to worship it. 


And Moses made a sérpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and 
it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he 
beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. (Numbers 21:9) 


When their eyes were fixed on the brass serpent, they did not die 
of real snakebite. By faith they had to look at it. Of course, there was 
no miraculous power in the brass serpent; it was the power of God 
that healed them. Also when the children of Israel sinned and were 
stung with the venom of the real serpent—the devil—they were to 
bring an animal sacrifice as a means of deliverance (See Leviticus 
3:1-12). But there was no real power in the blood of bulls and goats 
to wash away their sins, as Paul wrote: 


For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins. (Hebrews 10:4) 


It was only a symbol of something to come. It was the shadow of: 


The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
(John 1:29) 7 
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Like the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament the brass serpent 
was symbolizing Christ to whom we have to look upon for healing ef © 
the soul and forgiveness of sin. He said: 


Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I 
am God, and there is none else. (Isaiah 45:22) . 


But, one might say: wasn't it wrong to make a brazen serpent in 
the first place? Doesn't the second commandment (Exodus 20:4, 5) 
forbid even making any idol or graven image? It appears so! 


Consider this for example. One of the 10 Commandments says, 
“Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13.) But did not God command » 
the children of Israel to put to death the ones who did grievous” 
sins? (See Leviticus Chapter 20). Was God contradicting Himself 
by asking them to kill people? No! These killings were reflecting the 
destruction of the wicked in the final judgment when God would 
execute the “second death” which is the “wages of sin” (Revelation 
21:8, Romans 6:23). 


Also the book of Proverbs talks much about harlots, and cautions 
God's people not to be trapped by them (See Proverbs 7:6-12, 25- 
27). But did not God command Hosea the prophet to marry an 
unrepentant harlot? (See Hosea 1:2, 3). God asked Hosea to do 
this strange act because He wanted to give the nation Israel a live 
demonstration of something. In the spiritual marriage God was 
the husband and they were his wife; and God was faithful and they 
werent. 


Many times we get the actions of God wrong. Listen to God 
speaking to us: 


Ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house 
of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? 
(Ezekiel 18:25) 


Through prophet Isaiah, God spoke out: 


For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8, 9) 


The purpose of God in placing the brazen serpent on the pole was 
later twisted by these idolatrous people. The “Qld serpent, which 
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is the devil and Satan” (Revelation 20:2), deceived many of the 
children of Israel. That brazen serpent, which was just a temporary 
remedy and a symbol of an eternal truth became an object of worship 
tor the people. Several hundred of years after Moses’ death, this 
brazen serpent was still an attraction to the spiritually blind people. 
Hezekiah, the king of Judah, by the inspiration of God, acted swiftly 
against this idolatry: 

He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut 

down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen serpent that 


Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did 
burn incense to it. (2 Kings 18:4) 


The Bible adds, regarding Hezekiah: 
And the Lord was with Him. (2 Kings 18:7) 


The temporary erection of the brazen serpent by Moses in the 
wilderness at the command of God was not at all idolatry but a 
symbol of Calvary, the permanent solution to our sin problem. As 
the children of Israel burnt “incense” and worshipped the symbol of 
deliverance, today many Christians are doing the same by burning 
incense and worshipping the cross which is the symbol of Jesus’ 
sacrifice. The subject (the Lord Jesus Christ) should be worshipped 
and not the object (the cross). 


The Israelites took the very things of God which were supposed 
to be lessons of faith and medium of blessing and made them objects 
of worship. It is the nature of sinful man to incline to the worship of 
the instruments and agents that God chooses to use to bring honor 
and glory to Him, than to God directly. 


Yes, that brazen serpent symbolized the Lamb of God who hung 
on the cursed cross for the healing and the restoration of all those 
who behold Him by faith! Jesus later drew a comparison of the 
brazen serpent to Himself when He spoke to Nicodemus. He said, 


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:14) 
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| bee the serpent a symbol of the Devil? Then why did Jesus 
compare Himself to a serpent when He said, “And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up”? (John 3:14) . 


Yes, Jesus compared Himself to that serpent which the ae 
commanded Moses to make for the healing of the people. Was it 
a good comparison, is the question? Certainly yes! There is a lot of 
truth concealed therein when we look at it a little deeper. 


A serpent is a cursed creature. Remember God cursed the 
medium that the devil used in the Garden of Eden? - 


And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every 
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 
thou eat all the days of thy life. (Genesis 3:14) 


The serpent in the Garden of Eden was not the devil, but was only 
a medium of the devil; that is, the devil was in the serpent. Dont 
we have today, too, people who are possessed with demons? They 
are not devils in flesh and blood, but humans who have the evil one 
residing within. 

That serpent was a real serpent; it was used as the medium by the 
enemy of souls. And the curse of sin came upon the earth through 
this medium that the devil used. 


God, on the other hand, used another medium whete the curse 
would be removed. The Son of God would be the instrument through 
which God would undo what Satan did through his medium. 


Jesus bore the curse of sin upon Himself on the Cross. Heis called: 


The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
(John 1:29) 


Listen to what Paul said about Jesus hanging on the tree, or the 
Cross: 
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Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being mad 
a curse Corus: for iis written, Cursed is every one that hangeth, 
ona tree. (Galatians 4:14) 


j 
4 


As the serpent was cursed for being a medium of the devil to 
Sring ua sin into our world, Jesus was cursed, for our sakes, being the 


medium of God to pay the penalty for sin, and to take away sin from 
this world, 


His Curse was a blessing to us, ‘The apostle tells us of the blessings 
we receive because of Christ being cursed for our sakes: 


Being made a curse for us... that the blessing of Abraham 


might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith, (Galatians 3:13, 


14) 


it was a grand and unfathomable exchange of love for us, sinners! 


Peter too said: 
By whose stripes ye were healed. (1 Peter 2:24) 


(hat is the reason Jesus cried out in deep agony as He was being 
crushed with the curse of sin on that rejected and despised cross: 


My God My God, why hast thou forsaken me. (Matthew 27:46) 


He was condemned for our sins becau se God loved the world 
so much! Because Jesus, the innocent Son of God, was condemned 
to die the second death, voluntarily, we escape the condemnation 
and curse. When we believe and look upon the Son of God hanging 
on the Cross, by faith, as the children of Israel looked upon the 
brazen serpent, the symbol of curse in the wilderness, we escape the 


condemnation of eternal death, as they escaped the first death. What 
a promise we have: 


There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
(Romans 8:1) 


O' what love! God preferred His only begotten Son to die rather 
than to see us perish forever! Paul wrote: © 


He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
(Romans 8:32) : 
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Christ did not mind being cursed and condemned for us; He did 
not mind bearing the marks of guilt for us; He did not mind risking 
His own life for us; He did not mind being looked upon as the One 
who deserved it; He did not mind facing the justice of God's holy 
law for us; He did not mind hanging between two thieves and being — 
“numbered with the transgressors”! (Mark 15:28). 


Jesus not only took our sin on Himself, but it was little more than 
that. Paul writes, ’ 


For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. (2 Corinthians 
5:21) 
Therefore He told Nicodemus, the teacher of Israel, who knew 
very well the story of the brazen serpent: 


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that 
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:14-18) 


What a soul-stirring and clear message that was! 


Only by beholding the Savior through faith on the Cross, whose 
power transforms, can we escape from death, the eternal death, 
which comes because of the sting of that: 


Old serpent called the devil and Satan. (Revelation 20:2) 


Thank God for Jesus who bore the curse so that we can live and be 
blessed forever! Thank you Lord Jesus for doing it for us! 
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D idn't Uzza do the right thing in trying to hold the Ark of God 
when it was about to fall? Why did God kill him for obviously 
a good intention on his part? (See 1 Chronicles*13:10) 


Uzza (also spelt as Uzzah) and Ahio were chosen to drive the cart 
that contained the ark of God from the land of the Philistines to the 
land of Israel. It was a great day indeed for all the people of God. 


On the way the ark of God tilted, and Uzza put forth his hand to 
hold it. 


And when they came to Nachon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah put 
forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for 
the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God. (1 Samuel 6:6, 7) 


The Lord smote him for his “error’, it says. Obviously it means he 
did something that he should not have done! 


Explicit commands were given regarding who could handle the 
irk. Not everyone, even among the priestly clan, was to touch it for 
«ny reason. However good his intension was, it was against the Word 
o! God. Only the sons of Kohath could bear the Ark of the Covenant 
which had the Tén Commandments within. It is written: 


And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take 
it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites 


shal! set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put 
to death. (Numbers 1:51) 


And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering 
the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp 
is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come 
to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they 
die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the 
tabernacle of the congregation... And the LORD spake unto 
Moses and unto Aaron, saying, Cut ye not off the tribe of the 
families of the Kohathites from among the Levites: But thus do 
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unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach 
unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and 
appoint them every one to his service and to his burden: But 
they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest 
they die. (Numbers 4:15, 17-20) 


God had already given enough instructions regarding ‘the most 
holy thing of the sanctuary. Obedience is first; whatever might be 
one's intentions does not matter. It is written: 


Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice. (1 Samuel 15:22) 


The result of touching the most holy thing was death. God wanted 
people to have holy fear when they drew near to this most sacred 
item without appropriate preparations. 


There was a series of errors done before this fatal error occurred, 
First, of all the ark was to be borne upon the shoulders of the priests 
who belonged to the Kohathite family. Second, in the prescribed way 
it had to be borne on shoulders with the staves or poles. God said, 


And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in 
the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side 
of it, and two rings in the other side of it. And thou shalt make 
staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou 
shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that 
the ark may be borne with them. (Exodus 25:12-14) 


The cart tumbling was a test to Uzzah. Would it fall? No! It didn't 
and it wouldn't. Like the ship that carried Jesus and the disciples 
looked like it would sink but it didn't and couldn't, so also the ark 
of God, wouldn't! Uzzah, instead of praying to God for help thought 
that God needed his help to protect the ark! 


He was the wrong man for the job with the wrong methods to 
transport the most sacred furniture, and with an unprepared heart it 
cost him his life! ) | 


The Philistines, though they touched it, were not punished 
severely as they did not know the Word of God. But Uzza, being a 
Jew, was expected to know it. God will not punish anyone so severely 
if light has not been given! 
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Also we need to remember that no one naturally does something 
daring and bold. It is a constant, step-by-step, departure from the 
right path that finally makes a person to be bold and careless, Like 
Judas Iscariot “because he was a thief” (John 12:6) who made 
robbing a habit became careless and bold enough, finally, to sell his 
Master for 30 pieces of silver, so also Uzza developed this careless 


attitude to holy things in his life and finally paid the big price “for — 
his error”. 


He and a few others in scripture who were instantly punished 


are as an example to the rest not to undermine even the slightest 
instruction of God. 


Uzza's punishment should make all of us alert and reverent to the 
holy law of God, lest on the Day of Judgment we be found wantin 
and face second death finally! 


Uzza's story also teaches us not-to treat any holy thing lightly! 
he Bible says—Prophet Isaiah walked naked for three years! 


How can God command Isaiah to do such a disgraceful act? 
(See Isaiah 20:2, 3) : 


Indeed the Bible talks about prophet Isaiah walking naked. Let us 
read the passage: 


At the same time spake the LORD by Isaiah the son of Amoz, 
saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put 
off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and 
barefoot. And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath 
walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder 
upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia. (Isaiah 20:2, 3) 


For three years the prophet was naked? Clothing is so important 
for man, not just to cover the shame but also to protect us from the ~ 
weather, which might otherwise lead to falling sick. 


Can you imagine the Lord bidding His own child, that to a great 
prophet of the Bible, to do such a disgraceful act? Would God not 
care for Isaiah's self-worth? And wouldn't Isaiah be a stumbling 
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block and a source of temptation for lust, and also a bad example of 
immorality to the youth? 


When people went to the presence of God, the Lord was 
particular that they not uncover themselves or expose themselves 
with improper covering. He said, 


Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy 
nakedness be not discovered thereon. (Exodus 20:26) 


And through the prophet of God the presence of God was 
manifested as He was God's representative. So why would God ask a ) 
great prophet to uncover himself, that too for 3 years? 


“Naked’—does it mean really naked, without any clothes 
whatsoever? The word for naked in the Hebrew is “arom, and it 
could either mean fully naked or half clad. Paul too talked about. 
being naked. He wrote to the Corinthian church: 


Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and 
are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace. 
(1 Corinthians 4:1 1) 


Was Paul literally naked while writing the letter to the church? 
Surely not! Naked always does not mean without any clothes, but 
means without the luxury of the regular clothing. 


When God says cover or clothe the “naked” (Isaiah 58:7), in the 
Bible, it means provide clothing to the poor and the needy. When 
you read James 2:15, 16, you come to know that clothing the naked 
means even giving a poor person some warm clothing. 


Isaiah the prophet was wearing sackcloth, as symbol of mourning 
and God commanded him to remove that sackcloth. In that sense he 
was naked, not having the regular sackcloth which he was wearing. 
The Lord said: 


Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off 
thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and 
barefoot. (Isaiah 20:2) 


Only the sackcloth he was asked to remove. But he would surely 
have had the inner garments on at least. 


King Saul also was “naked” for a day and night, in the sense He 
removed his royal clothes! 
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And he stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before 
Samuel in Like manner, and lay down naked al? that day and 
all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the 
prophets? (1 Samuel 19:24) 
Talking z>out King David the scripture says he uncovered himself 
2m one occasion in public. And his wife Michal was upset. 
Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal 
the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, How 
glorious was the king of Israel to day, who uncovered himself 
to dav in the eves of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the 
vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself! (2 Samuel 6:20) 
: vid literally uncovered or naked? No! He removed his 


3 
es and was dressed differently. It 
s — aS Gis » a says: 


And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and 
David was girded with a linen ephod. (2 Samuel 6:14) 


will be the eternal paradise home of the righteous. But how 
come Isaiah says that there will be death in the New Earth? (See 


Isaiah 65:20) ; 
Before we come to the text of Isaiah, we will look at a very 
interesting text that the apostle James wrote regarding the connection 
between lust, sin and death. This is what he said: ~ 
When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when 
it is finished, bringeth forth death. (James 1:14, 15) . 


The apostle Paul wrote: 


The wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) 


ywhere, sin has to be there, for “the wages 
Earth—is the first 


W: know from various scripture passages that the New Earth - 


For death to occur an 
of sin is death”. So, will sin be there in the New 


MICHAEL PEDRIN, PH.D. 19 


question? Well, we know that there will be no sin, and no trace of sin 
in any form. So how can there be death? 


Let us now analyze the verse in Isaiah: 
There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an 


hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years 
old shall be accursed. (Isaiah 65:20) 


A casual reading suggests death. That is why we need to be 
cautious and not casual. 


Let us analyze the context. Isaiah 65:17 gives the introduction to 
the passage—and the topic is “New Heavens and New Earth”. And 
right in that verse, it is compared with “the former’, i.e., the old 
earth that we now are in. Two verses further down God says: 

And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the 

voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of 

crying. (Isdiah 65:19) 

This passage is about the New Earth, and God says there will be 
no crying there. Think for a moment—If there is going to be death 
in the New Earth, won't there be weeping and crying? (Only a 
hardhearted person will not cry, but there will be no hard-hearted 
persons there!) 

It is sin that causes pain and suffering and finally death. Andsince ° 
there will be no sin there (See 2 Peter 3:13; Nahum 1:9-Malachi 4:1- 
3); there will be no death there (See Revelation 21:1, 4, 5; Isaiah 25:8, 

9). At the end of that chapter of Isaiah, the last part of the verse, the ’ 
Lord sums up the whole blessed passage thus: 


They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith 

the LORD. (Isaiah 65:25) 

So there will be nothing that hurts, and there will be no destruction 
whatsoever. Therefore there’cannot be death, because death hurts a 
lot, and it is destruction's most ugly face! ake 

Listen to the Master Himself, the one who conquered death, 
talking about the life hereafter: 


ja 
‘ 
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Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the 


angels; and they are the children of God, being the children of 
the resurrection. (Luke 20:36) 


With this background, what does Isaiah 65:20 really mean if there 
is no death at all? Please notice the three phases or stages of a person 
mentioned here—“infant of days,” “child”, and “old man”. During 
Isaiah's time, hundred years was a dream for anyone to reach. (And 
isn't it the same today?) And like today, many couldn't sée their 
dream come true, even in Isaiah's day, There were many in Isaiah's 


day that died in infancy, childhood, and manhood, just like in our 
times. 


A person is called an infant (baby) from the time of birth till the 
age of approximately three years. From three years till approximately 
sixteen a person is called a child, and from the time one*has fully 
grown in height, it is a series of stages—adulthood, middle age and 
finally old age. 


In this sinful earth there are many infants who have not even 
lived their full days. And there are many children who have not seen 
their full phase, and of course there are many old people who come 
short of that coveted mark of a century. This is the issue that Isaiah is 
talking about in verse 20. Having the conditions of the present earth 
in mind, and the untimely striking of death that denies one from 
seeing the fullness of every phase of life, he speaks this passage as an 
assurance that the fullness of years will be there in the New Earth. 


In the resurrection though people who died, will get up with — 
immortal bodies (1 Corinthians 15:52-54), they will rise up with the 
same stature as they went down to the grave. Which means a little 
child who died in Jesus will get up as a little child at the resurrection. 
It is Isaiah again, who writes about the New Earth and mentions little 
ones of different age groups there—“a little child’, “the sucking child” 
and “the weaned child”. He wrote, 


The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 


And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
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child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not 

hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be 

full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

(Isaiah 11:6-9) i 

These little children will grow in a perfect environment and will 
grow to the full potential of their different phases. Here again that 
promise, 


There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man 
that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred 
years old; but the sinner being an hundred years oid shall be 
accursed. (Isaiah 65:20) 


Infants can feel secure and happy thinking of the New Earth, as 
there will be: “no more thence an infant of days. And an old man 
can be happy too, for it says, “Nor an old man that hath not filled 
his-days”. (Well we know there will be no old men there, as time will 
have no bearing on us there. It is just an earthly term used to make 
us understand.) 


What does it mean?— 
The child shall die a hundred years old. (Isaiah 65:20) 


Please notice what you have probably missed out. It does not say 
that a “man” shall die a hundred, but a “child” shall die a hundred. 


Can anyone, who is hundred years old, be called a “child”? At 
what age a person is addressed as a “child”? We have seen that it is 
from three years to sixteen years approximately, In our present earth, 
childhood ends at sixteen or so, but over there, God says, it will end 
at hundred years! 


That word ‘die’, means, “come to an end” (and it still has that 
meaning, doesn't it?). It means, a child will cease to be a child at 
hundred, or childhood will end at hundred. The phases that are short 
here will be really long there. 

The Bible says: 

All have sinned and come short.... (Romans 3:23) 


We have come short not only of the glory of God but in many 
ways too. Each phase of life too has come short after sin kept 
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establishing itself on earth. The length of each phase was longer in 
the beginning—during the start of our present planet. Adam was an 
hundred and thirty years old when Seth was born; and Seth was an 
hundred and five years when Enos was born; and Enos was ninety 
years when Cainan was born, and so on (See Genesis 5:3, 6, 9). But 
today you cannot imagine a couple having a child at hundred; they 
would never live till that period for that matter. And Noah begat 


children when he was around five hundred years old! (See Genesis 
5:32). : 


During the early period of our present planet, childhood ended 
at around hundred—therefore they got married around that time. So 
it will be in the New Earth regarding the length of each phase of life. 
The longevity of every phase will be restored. Not that a child would 
die at hundred, but rather, a child would end, or cease to be a child, 
at hundred! 


That verse also states: 


The sinner being a hundred years old shall be accursed. (Isaiah 
65:20) 


We know that there will be no sinners there (See Revelation © 


21:27; Matthew 5:5). So what does the above passage of Isaiah mean? 
Here in our present planet, there are a few who live even up to a 
hundred in spite of sin, a sinful life, a sinful environment, etc. Some 
reach the desired goal of a century even though they live a life that 
is displeasing in the sight of God. The longevity of years here is no 
proof of a pure and pleasing life. If a man has not been converted in 
this present life, he will be accursed and will have no part in the New 
Earth: and it does not matter how long he lived while on probation, 
on this planet, this present life. Justice will be meted regardless of 

anything—poverty, riches, status or age. 


Many who reach a century here are praised as blessed people. The 
length of time that a person is alive here is no proof of how godly he 
was. There are many saints who die young, and that is no proof they 
were ungodly. The wise man wrote: 


There is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, 
and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his 
wickedness. (Ecclesiastes 7:15) 
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If one has continued to live in sin, however long he has lived here, 
he will be cut off and will have no part in the New Earth. 


One might say: shouldn't we take it literally—that a child would 
“die” there? Well then, you should take every word literally in that 
text itself. So that would mean, exactly at hundred a child will die 
(not a day more or less!); and that would also mean only men will 
live long, and not women, as it only mentions “old man”! Well, you 
see what happens if you take the word to mean just that and nothing 
else? 


: 
We praise God that the plan for redemption will be full and 
complete and even better than how it was at the beginning! 


Also, some scholars suggest that God was not really referring to 
the New Earth in that passage though the context is about the future 
life, but that He was talking about God's children in the present earth 
who could live a long life if they were true to God. 


No doubt it has been God's desire to bless His children. who 
obey Him with long life right here on-this earth. It was always God's 
intention to bless his people with health and longevity even in this 
present sinful earth. Look at what God said to the children of Israel 
who were coming out of Egypt journeying to the Promised Land. 


And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness, and will 
put none of the evil diseases of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:15) 


As he would take away disease in the New Earth He wanted to 
do the same and give them long life, even here, if they obeyed Him. 
Unfortunately, that didn't happen. 


Right in the 10 Commandments we have a blessed promise of 
living long: 

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long: 

upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. (Exodus 

20:12) 


The law of God is called “the commandment, which was 
ordained to life’ (Romans 7:10). Yes, there is life and longevity 
promised to the obedient. The wise man wrote, 
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My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my 
commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, 
shall they add to thee. (Proverbs 3:1, 2) 


So, in that context even in this present earth it was God's intention 
to bless the nation Israel with long life, which didn't happen because 
of their disobedience, but which will be fulfilled in the New Earth! 


Wwe it John the Baptist who introduced Jesus as the “Lamb 


of God”? Then why did he doubt later whether Jesus was 
truly the Messiah? (See Matthew 11:2, 3) 


Though Jesus and John were relatives, (their mothers were 
cousins—Luke 1:36) John did not know Jesus personally as they were 
living far apart. It was God who revealed it to John during the time of 
the Baptism, that Jesus was the Messiah. John testified: 


And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that — 
this is the Son of God. (John 1:33, 34) ; 


John was a fearless preacher. He openly pointed out the sins of the 
people regardless of who they were. Because of his straight testimony 
he was put in prison by Herod, the ruler of the Jews. 


For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, 
and bound him in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother 
Philip’s wife: for he had married her. For John had said unto 
Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. 
Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would 
have killed him; but she could not. (Mark 6:17) 


Probably, John was expecting Jesus to come and rescue him 
from prison with His wondrous display of supernatural power. But, 
instead of moving in that direction, when He came to know of John's 
imprisonment, Jesus moved farther away! 
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Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, 
he departed into Galilee. (Matthew 4:12) 


John was informed by his followers of the marvelous works of © 
Jesus. And he sent emissaries-to Him. 


Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, 

he sent two of his disciples, And said unto him, Art thou he 

that should come, or do we look for another? (Matthew 11:2, 

3) 

It says, he had “heard” of “the works of Christ” and then sent 
messengers with his questions of doubt. If John started to doubt 
without hearing the works that Christ was doing we probably can 
understand as to why he might have doubted; but having heard of 
His works and then doubting, is a paradox! 


The thought, probably, that troubled John was—how come Jesus 
was not coming to help him? Was His power limited? Is it that He 
could only work smaller miracles, and therefore it was not possible 
for Him to rescue John? 


The sympathizing Savior understood the struggle that John 
silently was going through. He did not rebuke him, but gave him 
more evidences so that all his doubts that Satan was trying to put 
in would be swept away. Jesus made the 2 disciples of John to watch 
some of His grand miracles and report firsthand what they saw. 


Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again 
those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive 
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
Gospel preached to them. (Matthew 11:4, 5) 


Many mighty miracles were performed right there, even the 
raising of the dead. So that would have given John hope and courage 
to face any eventuality boldly, even death, for the Messiah's power 
extends beyond life, beyond death, beyond any challenge! 


John, being a prophet, would have known the Old Testament 
passages regarding the work of the Messiah that was foretold in the 
same book of Isaiah that also talked about his own mission. That Old - 
Testament prophecy was getting fulfilled right in the sight of John’s 
messengers. Isaiah penned down the praphetic words: | 
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‘Lhe Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
that mourn. (Isaiah 61:1, 2) 


It is interesting to note that Christ skipped the phrase in Isaiah's 
prophecy which reads, “to proclaim liberty to the captives”, when 
he sent back a word to John who was a physical captive in the prison 
house of Herod. Yes, Jesus was spiritually setting many captives free 
from the prison house of sin, including John from the doubts that 
were imprisoning his mind! 

Christ gently rebukes his forerunner with a blessing intact in it. 
He said: 

Blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

(Matthew 11:6) 


The above verse indicates that there is a possibility for one to be 
offended with the ways of Jesus. He may not work the way we want 
Him to, He may not answer our prayers the way we would like it to 
be answered, and He may not give us the things we desire. The same 
Gospel prophet recorded: 


For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8, 9) 


Jesus was reminding John of the ways and approach of God that 
is so much different to man's finite approach. He was inviting John 
to commit his thoughts to God's leading, whatever might be the 
outcome. John indeed stumbled at this point, but Christ strengthened 
him in his hour of crisis with works and words of love! 


Even the disciples of Jesus doubted whether He was the Messiah 
when Jesus was put to death. They expressed this doubt to Jesus not 
recognizing that He was the risen Christ. They said, 


But we trusted that it had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel. (Luke 24:21) 
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But here, John is in prison and he realizes he might be put to 
death. Probably, John was seriously pondering if he indentified the 
right person as the “Lamb of God”! If he didn't then it meant that 
John mislead thousands of people to someone whom he thought was 
the Christ! And could it be that, therefore, as a punishment from God 
he was now cast into prison for misleading people? The temptation 
was strong and his imaginations seemed to be right. But the words 
of Jesus and the first hand witness from his 2 disciples would have 
driven the doubts away. 


After they were gone, as the multitudes lingered, Jesus gave 
assurance to the crowd, who probably started to doubt John whether 
he was a prophet or not for having such doubts on Jesus! Jésus 
gave them assurance, as well, and said that John was greater than a 
prophet. In fact Jesus also said John was the greatest born of women 
(apart from Jesus, of course). 


But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto 
you, and more than a prophet.... Verily I say unto you, Among 
them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist. (Matthew 11:9, 11) 


This incident is a gentle reminder for all of God's children to 
realize that doubt is a powerful weapon of Satan and only through 
absolute faith in God and His Word, we can overcome doubt! And 
God wants us to, ; 


Walk by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7) 


oT | 


od told Adam, “For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
Gina surely die” (Genesis 2:17). But Adam died 930 years later! 


In the Garden of Eden God gave a test to Adam. Also God spelt 
out the consequence of disobedience clearly: 


But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die. (Genesis 2:17) 


the phrase, “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die” could also mean for certainty you will die if you eat it, 
though it doesn't specify when, Another translation puts it this way: 


And of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou dost 


not eat of it, for in the day of thine eating of it--dying thou 
dost die.' (Genesis 2:17) (YLT) 


So it simply means death will be the result and you can't escape 
from it. : } 


Let's look at the first sinner in heaven, Lucifer, He and the angels 
that joined him didn't die the day they sinned! They are still alive 
after 6000 years. God has sustained them for a purpose till the plan 


of redemption is complete and then He will execute divine judgment 
on them. 


Atter Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit God stopped them 


trom eating the fruit of life, and a gives a reason as well. 


And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one 

of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his 

hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever. 

(Genesis 3:22) . 

As the tree of life would perpetuate life if they ate of it so also the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil would perpetuate death if th 
ate of it. 


The process of death began that very day they ate the fruit. Adam 
and Eve felt a change in their own bodies. One of the first things that 
this process of death brought was the sight of their shame. The divine 
clothing of light which was theits, with which also angels are covered 
with, departed from them, and they saw that they were naked. 


And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked. (Genesis 3:7) 


The physical body started its degeneration. The spiritual standing 
with God was cut off as well and they felt spiritually naked too along 
with the sense of physical nakedness. 


Sin is dangerous because it disconnects a person from the Source 
of life. “ 
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But your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God. (Isaiah 59:2) 


When one is separated from God, the Source of life, death which 
is the opposite of life, is the natural consequence. 


The pronouncement of death was decreed to Adam that same day 
he sinned that he would surely die one day. 


In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return. (Genesis 3:19) 


Also Adam and Eve saw what death was all about, when the 
first sacrifice was performed that very day in their presence when 
an animal was slain, so that their spiritual nakedness could be 
symbolically coved with the skin of an innocent victim. 


Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make 
coats of skins, and clothed them. (Genesis 3:21) 


This sacrifice served two purposes. Adam now saw what death 
was, which he would later experience, and also he saw by faith the 
death of Christ his Savior, dying in his place, which gave him hope of 
living again, even though he would die the first death. 


It took Adam 930 years to finally die. It just shows that death 
couldn't get Adam that quickly as he was made perfect in the image 
of God, with full of life and vitality. But our human frame now, 6000 
years later, can hardly survive a sinful environment for 70 or 80 years. 


But we need to also remember it is because of the plan of salyation, 
Adam and all of us sinners are still alive. God is still sustaining our 
lives in this sinful world which can go down very easily. The scripture 
says, 


For in him we live, and move, and have our being. (Acts 
17:28) 


It is by grace and the extended probation from God that we are 
still alive. God is hoping that during this time of unmerited favor, we 
would accept His offer of eternal life that comes to us freely through 
the atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, who said, 
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Sei: 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. (John 3:16) 


hat did Jesus mean by saying, “No man hath ascended 


up to heaven” (John 3:13)? The Bible clearly presents the 
translation of Enoch and Elijah to heaven! 


We know from Scripture about the translation of Enoch and 
Elijah into Heaven without seeing death. 


By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; 
and was not found, because God had translated him. 
(Hebrews 11:5) 


And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, 
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, — 
and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. (2 Kings 2:11) 

Also Moses was resurrected and taken to heaven, (See Romans 
5:14, Jude 1:9), and the confirmation of it is seen when Moses, along 
with Elijah, appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration talking to 
Jesus (See Matthew 17:1-3) 

Soon after saying “no man has ascended to heaven” in verse 13 
Jesus made a reference to Moses, in the very next verse, the man who 
was taken to heaven. Jesus said, “>? 


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 

so must the Son of man be lifted up. (John 3:14) 

Just before Jesus made that statement about how “No man hath 
ascended up to heaven’, He was talking about the authority and 
certainty of His teachings. He said, : 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, 

and testify that we have seen. (John 3:11) 


Jesus was telling Nicodemus that He is talking from experience of 
what He knows and has seen. Jesus not just knows about heaven and 
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has seen heaven, but He is “the Lord from heaven” (1 Corinthians 
147) who has come down lor a purpose, 


He said, to a group of Jews elaewhere! 


Ye are from beneath; Lam from above ye are of this world; 
Lam not of this world, (ohn 824) 


Not only is Jesus the only One, among men, to have cone down 
trom heaven to tell us about heavenly things, He is the only One whe 
has seen God the Father, and therefore is the only One truly qualified —) 
(o speak about the God of heaven as well, Itis written, 


No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 


which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him, 
(John 1:18) 


Yes, Enoch, Elijah and Moses ascended to heaven but didn't 
return to teach people about heaven and heavenly things, (Though 
Moses and Elijah came down on the Mount of Transhguration, they 
didn't speak to anyone except Jesus Christ), So, Jesus was essentially 
telling Nicodemus that that He is the only One truly qualified to talk 
about heaven and heavenly things because He is the only One who 
has come down from there, That verse continues, 


Even the Son of man which is in heaven, (John 3:13) 


Yes, the Son of man was on earth when He said that, So what 
does it mean—“the Son of man which is in heaven"? It simply 
means heaven is the place of Jesus; He came from there and He will 
-eturn there; that's his abode; that's His Father's house and that's His 
permanent residence! He later said, 


I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. (John 16:28) 


Interestingly Nicodemus, a teacher in Israel, who couldn't fathom 
jesus’ teaching on being born again in the early part of his discussion 
(See John 3:4), didn't object to Jesus’ statement about “no man has 
ascended to heaven” because he realized that Jesus was not actually 
saying no one has gone to heaven but no one has gone to heaven 
and returned to speak and declare about heaven and heavenly truths 
except He who came from there! 
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WwW” was Cain’s sacrifice rejected? Was it because he brought a 
wrong offering or because his heart was not right? 


The actions of a right heart are always right, but the actions of 
a wrong heart could be either right or wrong—for actions could 
mislead! The logical conclusion is: if Cain's offering was rejected it 
could either mean that his offering was not right (because his heart 
was not right too) or his offering was right (but his heart was not 
anyway). So where was the problem? 


In the Old Testament we see that not only animal sacrifice but 
even fruit offering were both brought before the Lord when God 
asked for it. For example it is written, 


And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, 
which thou, O LORD, hast given me. And thou shalt set it 
before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD 
thy God. (Deuteronomy 26:10) 


To understand what was really wrong with Cain we need to read 
that passage of scripture and then analyze it. 


This is the first act of worship in human history that is recorded 
where the two brothers came to offer before the Lord. 


And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of — 
the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 
the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his 
flock and of the fat thereof. 


And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And 

Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. (Genesis 4:2- 

5) 

It is obvious from the passage that both the brothers came 
together to offer an offering before the Lord. They were evidently 
following a particular time schedule for the sacrifice before the Lord. 
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Cain brought “The fruit of the ground an offering unto the LOUD” 
and Abel brought “The firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof” 


‘The Bible anya 


The LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But 
unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect, (Genesis 
4:4) 

It is clear from the above verse that God was displeased not only 
with Cain but with “his offering” too, And on the other hand God 
was pleased with Abel and “his offering’, the verse declares. So the 
problem was not only with Cain, but with his offering as well, Which 
means he didn't bring what was expected of him, 


The New Testament sheds more light about this incident. Paul 


wrole, 
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice 


than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts. (Hebrews 11:4) 


“By faith’, Paul wrote, that Abel offered unto God “a more 
excellent sacrifice”. The same apostle Paul tells us elsewhere that 
faith is connected to hearing and obeying the Word of God. He wrote, 


So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. (Romans 10:17) 


Abel heard and obeyed the Word of God in bringing “a more 
excellent sacrifice” whereas Cain didn't pay heed to the instructions 
given regarding the sacrifice. Obviously they both knew what God 
wanted from them, and Abel responded positively because his heart 
was right before God and Cain stubbornly bought what he thought 
was right in his sight because his heart was in the wrong place! 


John the apostle also wrote about Cain and Abel and their actions. 


Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his 
brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own 
works were evil, and his brother’s righteous. (1 John 3:12) 


His “works” were evil, but his brother's works were righteous, 
therefore Cain slew Abel, he says. The only work of the two we have 
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in the Genesis record is their offerings to the Lord, their spiritual 


works, Not only did Cain not have “faith” but he didn't have “works” 
too, And the Bible says, 


Faith without works is dead, (James 2:26) 


tle was dead both ways—not having faith and works too! But 
Abel had both, 


‘The Lord did not just reject Cain and his offering but also gave 
him the reason for it. He said, 

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou 

doest not well, sin lieth at the door, (Genesis 4:7) 


Something was wrong with what he did. Something was wrong 
with his offering. “If thou doest well” God said, he would have been 
“accepted”. God was addressing his action that was wrong. 


We really are not told in Genesis how God demonstrated to both 
of these worshippers--one of acceptance and the other of rejection. 
It is possible that God responded the same way like the two groups 
of worshippers later at Mount Carmel where Elijah’s offering was 
accepted by God, made evident by the fire coming down from heaven 
and consuming it. It says, 


Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burn 
sacrifice. (1 Kings 18:38) ° 


The Word of God highlights not just about the sacrifice that Abel 
brought but also it mentions specifically that he offered the “fat” of 
his sacrifice. Abel offered: 


The firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. (Genesis 4:4) 


The “fat” of an animal signifies sin. Isaiah later wrote of the people 
who didn't offer the fat, 


Neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but 
thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied 
me with thine iniquities. (Isaiah 43:24) - 


God wanted people to come and bring their sins to Him as sin is 
the real problem that separates a holy God from us. Jesus, the true 
“Lamb of God”, also invites His people to come to Him with their — 
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sins, as only when we give our sins over to Him we can go free, He 
said; 


I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
(Luke 5:32) 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 

Abel slew his sacrifice and also offered the “fat” of the animal to 
the Lord, as he hated sin, and wanted to always live a life free from it. 
But Cain acted like a self-righteous man who came with only a fruit 
offering to God. It didn't have “fat” in it as if to indicate He wasii'ta 
sinner, . 

Apart from the fat, even the blood of the sacrifice played an 
important part in the offering. When an animal is sacrificed its blood 
is shed. That blood which Abel shed of that innocent animal was a 
display of his faith.in the Redeemer to come, and His saving blood! 
The Scripture declares: 


Without shedding of blood is no remission. (Hebrews 9:22) 


When God reasoned out with Cain he, instead of changing his 
ways, decided to rebel and wanted Abel also to change his ways and 
come in-line with him. He took his younger brother for a walk—the 
last walk of his life—and talked with him about the whole episode. 
It is obvious that Abel did not agree with Cain, and would have told 
him to follow the instructions of God. 


And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, 
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother, and slew him. (Genesis 4:8) 


Since his offering was rejected primarily because it did not have 
blood in it (and the fat too,) Cain decided to finally shed blood—not 
the blood of a sacrificial animal, but the blood of his own brother! 
God told Cain, 


The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the 
ground. (Genesis 4:10) 


But one might say: Cain brought the fruits of the ground because 
he was a “tiller of the ground”, and Abel could bring an animal 


— 
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what he really owned, 


sacrifice because he was a “keeper of sheep”, So Cain was giving ool 


Let me illustrate why that reasoning is not proper: Suppose 
a person is a computer engineer, does he then offer computers as 
sacrifices to the Lord? And if someone is a. carpenter, does he offer 
a wooden sacrifice? Wouldn't Abel readily give Cain a sheep for a 
sacrifice? Abel was a righteous man. If Abel refused ‘to give his 


brother an animal then God should have been upset with Abel and 
not with Cain! 


The two brothers were not the owners of the animal and plant — 
kingdom respectively; they were just keepers of it. All the fruits 
were not Cain's exclusively, Abel and all others before the flood were 
vegetarians. (Genesis 1:29), As Abel was taking from “Cain's” fruits, 
(as Cain was the tiller of the ground,) couldn't Cain freely take one 
of “Abel's” sheep or at least asked for it? 


Also we need to remember that in the ceremonial system of 
Moses, which was later introduced, there were offerings that were 
offered without blood—like the meat offering (grain offering). But 
they were linked with other offerings that had blood in it. And if it 
stood alone, it was specifically commanded by God for only certain 
offerings and for certain people, like the poor who could not afford 
to purchase an animal sacrifice. Cain came under no such category. 
He deliberately went against the plain teaching of God. ) 


Cain was actually repeating the actions of his parents who, after 
they sinned, were trying human methods to solve their problem. 
When Adam and Eve found themselves naked, 


They sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 
(Genesis 3:7) 


But, 


The LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 
(Genesis 3:21) 


For coats of “skin” to be made an animal was sacrificed—for skins 
are taken from animals that are dead. 


Remember, it was the sign of blood that saved the Israelites during 
the first Passover and the absence of it brought death to the inmates. 
God told, ' 
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And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I 
smite the land of Egypt. (Exodus 12:13) 


Yes, Abel brought an animal sacrifice stained with blood which 
symbolized the sacrifice of Jesus and His holy blood that covers 
sin and therefore God accepted his offering, but Cain showed his 
rebellion by working out his own method of salvation without blood 
and rejected the only method—which is through blood! 


(10) 


ain said in Genesis 4:14—“Everyone that findeth me shall slay 
me”. Who is this “everyone”? 
Cain murdered his righteous brother Abel, after his sacrifice 
was not accepted by God while Abel's was. He committed the first 
murder on earth. Guilt now filled his heart. 


He feared what he did to his brother will be done unto him. He 
told God of this terrible feeling of being killed any time. He said to 
his Creator: : 


And it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall 
slay me. (Genesis 4:14) 


These have to be his brothers who would probably want to take 
vengeance on Cain for the murder of their brother Abel. We know of 
similar incidences where the loved ones of the victim took revenge 
on behalf of their siblings (see 2 Samuel Chapter 13; Genesis Chapter 
34). vat BE 


Obviously, from the very words of Cain, we realize that there 
were other people around. He did not say if my “parents” find me, 
but he said, “every one” that finds me. His parents would not kill 
him. The sin that they committed in the beginning was more than 
enough for them to refrain from committing any further sins, by the 
grace of God. ; 


Cain and Abel, the first two sons of Adam and Eve, were not 
children but men. We know that Cain was probably married at 
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this point of time. Immediately after this act of cowardice Cain was 
driven from his home, and he dwelt on the east side of Eden, and 
there is a mention of his wife conceiving. The record reads: 

And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt 


in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his _ 
wife; and’she conceived. (Genesis 4:16, 17) 


It is almost similar to Adam's story where he was driven out of 
Eden, and then Eve conceived, The Bible declares: ; 


So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. And 
Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived. (Genesis 3:24, 
4:1) 


The “man’, Adam, was driven out, it says. Obviously his wife, Eve, 
followed him out of the Garden. It is very interesting to note that 
Adam, though was married, “knew Eve his wife; and she conceived” 
only after the test. Cain too, their eldest son, had a test along with his 
brother, and had a similar experience. It was only after the test: 


Cain knew his wife; and she conceived. (Genesis 4:17) 


When he was driven out from the presence of God into the land 
of Nod, his wife would have followed too, being “one flesh” (Genesis 
2:24), like Eve followed Adam, earlier. 


The Bible talks about Adam having many sons and daughters 
and not just Cain, Abel and Seth whose names are mentioned for a 
particular purpose. 


And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a 
son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name 
Seth: And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth 
were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters. 
(Genesis 5:3, 4) S 


Adam lived for 930 years. He had many children, for God gave 
him the direct command, in the beginning: 


Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. (Genesis 
1:28) 


-_ . 
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One might ask; Weren't these sons and daughters born after the 
birth of Seth? Well, the Bible does not say that. The fact it mentions 
the name of Seth and his birth, is because he would be the link 
through whom the Messiah would ultimately be born, Moses was 
recording the holy lineage. 

Isn't it wonderful to know that Moses, who lived 1500 years 
before the coming of Christ, was told to record the name of Seth, 
and not the names of the other sons and daughters of Adam? It was 
clearly indicated here that he would be the seed through whom the 
promised Seed, J esus the Messiah, would come! 


Adam was 130 years old when Seth was born. It says; 7 


He begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and 
called his name Seth. (Genesis 5:3) 


Seth resembled Adam more than any of his other sons, Probably 
the difference was hardly noticeable! Our first parents had “sons and 
daughters”; plenty of them from the beginning till their good old age 
permitted them. Don't forget Noah was five hundred years old when 
his children were born! (See Genesis 5:32) 


Listen to what God said to Cain: 


And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth 
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the 
LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should 


kill him. (Genesis 4:15) 


Notice the words, “whosoever slayeth Cain... lest any finding 
him”: and Cain's words earlier, “everyone that findeth me shall slay 
me. “Whosoever”, “any” and “everyone” clearly indicate that the 
earth was fairly populated at this time with the brothers and sisters, 
nephews and nieces of Cain and Abel! And even the construction of 
the sentences is in present tense and not future tense indicating that 
many people were around when the murder took place. These words 
from the Lord, and from Cain himself, are proofs that Adam had 


many children by then. ) 
One might ask: If there were other people around, why didn't the 
Bible clearly mention it? Well, we need to look at what the issue in 


focus was. The issue was not about how many people were there, but 
about the difference of sacrifice of the two brothers. Remember in 
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one of the parables Jesus talked about two people who went up to 
Pray in the temple —a Pharisee and a publican (Luke 18:10), Because 
Jesus mentioned only two people who went to pray, does that mean 
no one else were there in the temple praying, accept these two? No, 
the issue was about not how many people went up to pray in the 
teinple but about the difference of the two prayers, 


So the issue in Genesis Chapter 4 was not about how many 
children Adam and Eve had, but about how these two sons were 
different from each other in their attitude towards God! 


Cain and Abel were the first two children of Adam and Eve, but 
they were not the only children around at the time of the test at the 
altar of sacrifice, as is obvious from the verses just discussed above. 


4) 


( od says He is a “Jealous God” (Exodus 20:5). How can a holy 
God be Jealous? Isn't jealousy a negative trait? 


Jealousy can bea negative trait or a positive one. It depends on how 
it is used and the context of it. Jealousy in the negative sense means 
being “envious, desirous or covetous’, but Jealousy in the positive 
sense means, “unable to tolerate unfaithfulness’, “possessiveness’, 


etc. “ 


Let us see the context in which God made that statement. Talking 
about worshipping graven images and other gods, He declares: 


Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: - 
for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 

and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keepmy = 
commandments. (Exodus 20:5, 6) oi 


Since God is our Creator, He alone is worthy of worship. If we ~ 


are unfaithful in rendering worship to Him and give the glory to 
another, God will make His displeasure known to us. This is not 


something negative but a positive trait indeed. 
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Let me illustrate it; A man has every right to show his displeasure 
if his wife flirts with another man. She is his possession and property 
and he can't sit back and relax saying I need to be positive and share 
my belongings with others too! Certain possessions you can't share; 
it is yours exclusively and you have a right to be upset and jealous. 


The relationship that God shares with us spiritually is compared 
to a husband-wife relationship in the Bible. He said, ‘ 


For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his 
name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 
54:5) 

Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for 1 am 
married unto you. (Jeremiah 3:14) : 


) 


Since God is like our husband, He will not tolerate our spiritual 
unfaithfulness to him and He will express His displeasure as any 
faithful husband would do. : 


Notice to which group of people He shows His unhappiness. It is 
to “them that hate me” (Exodus 20:5), He says. He does not say, to _ 
them that “don't know me’, but to them that “hate me”. You cannot » 
love or hate someone unless you know that person very well. So these 
people know God and hate Him, and therefore, He shows them His 
displeasure to them. 


Can a holy God be a “jealous” God? Can these two attributes— 
holiness and jealousy—go together? Yes, it can. Listen to what Joshua 
says about God: 


He is a Holy God; he is a jealous God. (Joshua 24:17) 


So Jealousy and holiness can go together. Jealousy is not always a 
negative trait; it is a virtuous positive character trait too. 


Like “jealousy” can be a positive or a negative trait so also “love” 
and “hatred” and many other words can be positive or negative in - 
intent. 


“Hatred” is good if it:is “hatred to sin”; but “hatred” is a bad 
quality if it is “hatred to a person’. “Love” is a positive quality if it 
is “love God” or “love your neighbor” but love is wrong if we “love 
sin’. So also “jealousy” for the right things is a positive quality and 
jealousy otherwise, is a negative trait! | 
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We are God's treasured possessions, We are His by creation and He 
paid a very great price to purchase us back from eternal destruction 
too, Doesn't God, therefore, have a legal right to be jealous or dearly 
concerned over His own heritage? Doesn't He also have the right 
to show us His displeasure if we flirt around with false gods, after 
knowing Him? 

God says in the book of Ezekiel: 

I will be jealous for my holy name. (Ezekiel 39:25) 


God has a right to protect His holy name. The children of Israel 
nearly spoilt the name of God by committing abominable sins in the 
sight of the heathens. And God had to prove to all, who He is, and 
not what His children made Him out te be, to the world. 


In Zechariah God talked about His jealousy for His place. He said: 


Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem 
and for Zion with a great jealousy. (Zechariah 1:14) 


These two places were special to God. What happened there 
reflected His character and God had to be jealous and protect His 
name in these two holy places. 


Look at Paul who, under inspiration, wrote to God's church, the 
bride of Christ. He said: 


For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a 
chaste virgin to Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:2) 


God's jealousy is a “godly jealousy”. Paul mentions about the 
marriage of Christ and the church. Christ is the faithful husband and 
the church should remain faithful. The Holy Spirit, speaking through 
Paul, had this burden of carefully watching over the purity of the 
church, as it is the lovely bride of Christ, the Son of God. 


Yes, our God is a jealous God. He is very possessive of all His 
treasures. Even when one sheep was lost of the hundred, He went after 
it until He found it. It just shows His deep love and possessiveness, 
which is such a blessed trait. And this kind of jealousy is good for the 
safekeeping and happiness of all His creatures! | 
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012) 


hy did Jesus ask Thomas to touch Him after His resurrection 
when He did not permit Mary Magdalene to do so? (See 
John 20:17, 27) ; 


The first person that Jesus appeared to after His resurrection was 
to Mary Magdalene. Mark records, 


Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene. (Mark 16:9) 


Mary was so excited to see her Master that she wanted to hold on 
to Him and not let Him go. Jesus forbade her from touching Him at 
that point because He wanted to first present Himself to His Father 
first, being the first fruit of the great harvest to come (See Leviticus 
23:10,11; 1 Corinthians 15:20). We see a few days later He allowed 
Thomas to touch Him. 4 


Let us first read both the passages as recorded by John in Chapter 
20: / 


The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, 
when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the sepulchre... Jesus saith unto her, 
Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but 
go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God... 
Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the 
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you... And after 
eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them; then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in 
the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to 
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing. (John 20:1, 17, 19, 26, 27) 


Thomas and Mary met Jesus. Mary met Him on the resurrection 
morning and Thomas after eight days. Mary was not permitted 
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to touch Jesus because the Lord wanted to first meet His Father. 

‘esus said, “I am not yet ascended to my Father”. But Thomas was 

sermitted, and in fact was asked to do so, by Jesus. So this would 

ously mean that Jesus already ascended to the Father and was 

now eae 4 as that was the reason for Him in forbidding Mary earlier 
to touch Him. 

It was not just Thomas who was permitted to touch Jesus after § 


ays Dut on the same day, after Jesus met Mary, a little while later, a 
few other women met Jesus and held His feet and worshipped Him. 


And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 

saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and 

worshipped him. (Matthew 28:9) 

Obviously Jesus must have ascended to heaven and returned 
during this intervening period of time. Anyway, how long does it 
take for Jesus to travel back and forth from heaven to earth! — 


One might say: But didn't Jesus ascend to Heaven only after forty 
days according to Acts Chapter 1? Let us read those verses. 


To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God... 
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he 
went up; behold, two men stood by them in white opparrn 
Acts1:3, 9, 10) 


Here it does not say that Jesus ascended to heaven only after 
forty days after His resurrection, it just says that his disciples and 
many others witnessed the ascension on the fortieth day. So, did 
jesus ascend to His Father before the grand public ascension pe the 
fortieth day? Yes, He did! 


Look carefully at what He told Mary in the passage on that 


resurrection morning: 


Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; forlam sik cee 
to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 


° 


ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my Gad, 
and your God. (John 20:17) i ES aw 
ea 
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The pliage “Tan wot yet ascended means He would saan 
dose, Notice the teage af the please, “taweend’, Tt le ii (he present 
tonge and Hot the Hatine lenges “Th will aacend” I ble wae referin 
to an act that would take place faety dave lates Then Teaua aheul 
have said “Twill ascend’, Nut the very fact (hat he weed the present 
lense, “Lascend’, ahowe that the event was about te tale place in the 


present tense . 
What message did He want Mary to ahare with the reat? He wale) 


But po to my brethren and aay wate them, | ascend wite 
my Father and your Mather and to my God and your God, 
(ohn 20:7) 


If Jesus was referring to the 40th day ascension here, what was 
the urgency for Mary to convey thie message to the reat? Wouldn't 
they all witness that event anyway? Also why should Jesus wend Mary 
with a message about His 40th day ascension when Jesus would be 
meeting the disciples several mes during his 40 daya sojourn belore 
that? 

On another occasion Jesus appeared to them on the sea side, John 
wrole, 

After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the 

disciples at the sea of Tiberias,.... This is now the third time 

that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was 

risen from the dead, (John 21:1, 14) 


The apostle Paul says that at one time more that 500 people saw — 
the risen Lord. 

After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at 

once. (1 Corinthians 15:6) 

Luke wrote that during these 40 days Jesus regularly met with His 
people and spoke to them about heavenly things. : 


To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by 

many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 

speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God, 

(Acts 1:3) Age 

From all these scripture passages we can safely conclude that — 
Jesus first appeared to Mary and then ascended immediately to 
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heaven topresent Himself to the Father as the first fruit of the future 
harvest, then He came back that same morning and appeared to the - 
women, then to the disciples and the 500 people, then after 8 days He 
appeared again when Thomas was around and told him not to doubt 
but put his finger into the nail prints to confirm it was Him. Then 
Jesus appeared several times during these 40 days teaching them 
about the Kingdom of God and finally on the 40th sa He ascended 


publicly to heaven! 


W: Moses’ act justified when he broke the two tables of 
stone? Why didn’t God punish him for breaking what God 
wrote? (See Exodus 32:19) 


In the entire Bible, only the Ten Commandments did God Himself 
write. The Scripture declares: 


Two tables of testimony, tables of stone, weithest with the finger 
of God. (Exodus 31:8) 


Obviously this was the most sacred part of the holy Bible. God 
wrote it twice and didn't allow Moses to write it, even the 2nd time, 
after he broke the first set. 


God wanted to write this moral law Himself for a purpose. He 
wanted to show to all, that this law of His was indeed special. This 
was the rule of life, the principle of living. All the other laws and 
rules find their source in it. All Scriptures revolve round these ten 
rules, It is the transcript of God's holy character. The will of God is 
expressed in these ten precepts. 


Paul wrote to the Roman believers about knowing God's will, and — 
He said it is contained in His law. 


And knowest his will...being instructed out of the law. 
(Romans 2:18) 


The Psalmist David, too, wrote that obeying the law is God's will 
for our lives: 


I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart. (Psalm 40:8) 
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In the final day, at the Second Coming of Jesus, a great group of 
religious people will be shocked to hear that they are lost because 


they didn't do God's will. Jesus said: 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 

Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 7:21) 

The will of the Father is so important. And His will is that we 
keep His law. The ones, who will be rejected at His 2nd Coming, are 
lawbreakers. Jesus said, s 

And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart 

from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ (Matthew 7:23) 

(NKJV) ) 

The law of God is like a mirror that reveals our sin. In fact sin is 
defined as breaking God's law. 

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for 

sin is the transgression of the law. (1 John 3:4) 

~ It is God's will that we keep it by His grace and not keep 
transgressing it. ' 

The delivering of the law was a grand event. God in His glory first 
proclaimed it with His own voice. 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy 

God.... (Exodus 20:1, 2) 

At the end of it, the people were so shaken up and fearful seeing 
the terrible sight on the mountain and hearing the awesome voice of 
God. The scripture records, 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, 

and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: 

and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar 
off. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we 
will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. (Exodus 

20:18, 19) 

The Lord didn't come alone. He came down with ten thousands 
of saints, that is, angels (Acts 7:53), during the giving of the law. 


Moses wrote: 


~ 
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The LORD came from Sinai... and he came with ten 
thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for 
them. (Deuteronomy 33:2) 


When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets 
of stone, the people were engaging in a great sin by worshipping a 
golden calf and dancing around it. (See Exodus 32:15-26). In fact 
God told Moses about this and commanded Moses to rush down 
from the mount to the people. 


And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy 
people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have 
corrupted themselves: They have turned aside quickly out 
of the way which I commanded them: they have made them 
a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed 
thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And the LORD 
said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is 
a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume 
them: and I will make of thee a great nation. (Exodus 32:7- 
10) 


God had just instructed in Exodus 20, the Ten Commandments 
to all His people and here they were already breaking the law of 
God right at the foot of the mountain while the law-Giver was still 
writing! God wanted to destroy all of them as they were unworthy 
of His mercy and goodness, and to receive the holy law. Moses, His 
faithful servant, was boiling with holy temper when he witnessed 
this sacrilegious sight: 


And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, 
that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses’ anger 
waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake 
them beneath the mount. (Exodus 32:19) - i 


Did Moses commit a great sin, or a greater sin than the people, 
for destroying the 2 tables of stone? Did he do something contrary to 
what God wanted him to do? No, he didn't! ' 


When at Meribah, where he did something else out of anger by 
striking the rock twice, God rebuked him instantly and disciplined 


Moses for that (See Numbers 20:12). But here, at Mount Sinai, we 
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don't see God rebulding or punishing Moses for brealeing the 2 
tables sat atone, Obviously He didn't diaplease God here, but aeted 
in according with what the Spirit of God would have impressed hin 


ic clo, 


| 
‘The people would have got a shock of thelr lives seeing Moses 
breaking the tables of the law of God, which waa written with the 
holy finger of God! If 4 nay say 80 here--that was a demonstration 
of what sin is—sin is breaking the law of God! Pun intended! The 
people were breaking the moral codes of life by worshipping 4 false 
God, Moses was just showing them what they were doing in reality, 


God told Moses later to come up again and bring another set of 
tables of stone and God would write out the law once more, ) 


And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of 
stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these tables 
the words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest, 
(Exodus 34:1) 


And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing,the 
ten commandments, which the LORD spake unto you in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly: — 
and the LORD gave them unto me, (Deuteronomy 10:4) 


Moses casting down the 2 tables and breaking it into pieces was 
a real demonstration of an important truth of what sin is, and God 
rewriting it also demonstrates that God's law still remains and is 


unchangeable. 


erent the sacrifices of the Old Testament all pointing to 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the true sacrifice? If so, then 

why does God say in Leviticus 4:28, 32, a goat or a lamb should be 
a female, and not a male? 

It is true that all the sacrifices in the Old Testament were symbols 


of Christ. They were shadows of the reality, but only faint shadows. 
There can be nothing close to that perfect reality, we must all agree. 
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All the aspects of the shadow cannot be taken to represent the 
reality. Only what was intended has to be applied. For example, these 
animals walk on four legs, and eat grass; the birds that were sacrificed 
had wings. Obviously these shadows cannot be a perfect mirror of 
Jesus. There are many other things these animals had that Christ did 
not have in common with them—their features, their characters, etc.’ 


Look at the priests in the Old Testament who were shadows of 
Jesus, the real High Priest. These priests, who were symbols of Christ, 
were sinners. But the one they represented did not sin. So they were 
symbols of Christ in their ministry, and not in all aspects. 


Now coming to the masculine and feminine part of the offering: 
Is God male or female—is our question? Well, we know that God 
made Adam and Eve in His own image. The Scripture declares: 


So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. (Genesis 
1:27) 

Who was the perfect image of God, the male or the female? Well, 
both were in God's image! : 

After God came down on Mount Sinai and gave the Ten 
Commandments, Moses instructed the people about God's 
appearance. He told the people that they only heard the voice of God 
but did not see His form. He said: 

Ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude;.... 

the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female. 

(Deuteronomy 4:12-16) 


We cannot limit God toa particular sex; He is above all limitations, 


The woman is called “the weaker vessel” (1 Peter 3:7) compared 
to the man especially in physical strength. Muscularity represents 
strength and power, in that sense. God is portrayed in scripture in _ 
the masculine form because of his power and strength. 


But when talking about His tender love, God many times, 
compares Himself to the love of a woman towards her child. He said 


in Isaiah: 
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Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. (Isaiah 49:15) 


He compared His love to that of a mother because, on earth, there 


is no greater love that we know, than that of a mother, In fact His love 
is more than a mother's love! 


Further down in Isaiah God compares Himself again toa mother. 
He said: | 

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; 

and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. (Isaiah 66:13) 


When Jesus talked about the protection and shelter that He 


wanted to offer Israel He used a symbol of a female creature: He wept 
and said: 


How often would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not! (Matthew 23:37) 


So we clearly see, sometimes, God compared Himself to the 
tender love and affection that is more seen in women, than in men. 


Now, going back to the sacrifices in the Old Testament--even 
before God instructed Moses about offering a “female” animal for 
sacrifice, we see God instructing the father of faith, Abraham, about 
it as well. 


And he said unto him, take me an heifer of three years old, and 
a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and 
a turtledove, and a young pigeon. (Genesis 15:9) | 


A “heifer” is young female domestic cattle, or a young cow. And 
a “she” goat was also offered. So you have both, the male and female 
sacrifices, being used, even before the Leviticus system began. 


It is interesting to note that for certain ordinances only a male 
offering was required and for certain other ordinances only a female 
offering would do, and for a few others either a male or a female 
was fine. And for people who could not afford to buy these animals 
they could bring fine flour (for sure, there is no gender here!). But 
whatever it was, male or female animal, one thing was common—the 
sacrifice. 


ed 
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Also, it had to be “without blemish” as they symbolized the 
spotless Son of God. And if it was not’a blood offering it had to 
be hie leaven, (For example, see Leviticus1:3; 3:1; 4:2; Exodus 
12:18). a . 

It is interesting to note for which occasion a male-was required, 
and for which occasion a female would do, and for which occasion 
gender specificity of the sacrifice did not matter. For all the great 
Jewish annual feasts, only male sacrifices were to be offered (See 
Leviticus 23). 


Look at the Passover for example. It was only a male sacrifice that 
was required here. God said: 


Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: 
ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats, (Exodus 


12:5) 


It is interesting to contemplate on what could be the reason for 
only a male sacrifice to be chosen during the Passover, As we know, 
Passover directly prefigured the death of Jesus on the Cross for our 
sins, to the very day. When Jesus.died it was the day of the Jewish 
Passover (See John 13:1). 


John the Baptist, at the time of Jesus’ baptism, addressed Jesus as: 
The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
(John 1:29) 

Paul, talking about the death of Jesus, wrote: | aul 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. (1 Corinthians 5:7) 


Jesus was the Passover Lamb in reality. It was on the Cross the 
fierce battle was fought. And it was when Jesus died as the Passover 
Lamb He defeated the devil. | 


Paul wrote of the battle between Jesus and the devil on the Cross, 
Talking about Calvary the apostle wrote: 
Through death he might destroy him that had the power of 

death, that is, the devil. (Hebrews 2:14) | 

Since Passover directly prefigured the battle on Calvary, to the — 
very date of the event in reality, God chose to have a male sacrifice to 
typify it—as male denotes physical strength and power! 
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The story of Abraham going to offer Isaac his son on Mount 
Moriah, like no other story in the Bible, prefigured the heavenly 
Mather offering His only begotten Son on Mount Calvary, And since 
this event in the life of Abraham directly symbolized Calvary's 
sacrifice, the substitute animal that God showed him, and whieh he 
offered in Isaac's place was a “male” offering, It was “a ram” (Genesis 
22:13), A ram, as we know, is a matured male sheep, So you see, since 
that sacrifice directly represented Calvary, it was a male sacrifice, 
Yes, father Abraham laid Isaac, his son, onthe wood symbolized the 
heavenly Father offering up Jesus His Son on the wooden Cross, 


Leviticus Chapter 4 deals with the sin of ignorance, Here God 
talks about four groups of people committing this sin of ignorance— 
the priest, the congregation, the ruler and the common man, When 
the priest committed this sin, a young bullock was required (See 
Leviticus 4:1, 2), And a bullock, as we know, is male. When the whole 
congregation committed this sin, again a young bullock was required 
(Leviticus 4:13, 14). When a ruler committed that same sin, “a kid 
of the goats, a male” was required (Leviticus 4:22, 23). But when a 
common person committed that sin, “a kid of goats, a female” was 
sufficient (Leviticus 4:27, 28). 


Now, why was there a difference in sacrifices for the same sin of 
ignorance? Let's try to analyze. A bullock is a bigger animal compared 
to a goat. When the priest sinned it was a bullock, a male one, to be 
offered. Since a priest holds an important position, as spiritual leader 
of the congregation, a bigger sacrifice was required. (As also today, if 
a pastor commits a crime, it has more serious consequences than a 
church member committing the same crime!). 


And if the whole congregation committed the sin of ignorance it 
was equal to the priest's offering—a bullock. 


Ifa ruler did it, it was only a goat—a smaller animal compared to 
the bullock—but a male one, as a ruler is also an important person 
but does not carry the equal weight of the priest. 


Ifa common man did the same thing, only a goat, a female, was 
required. 


Though man and woman are equal, in that both are made in 
the “image of God” (Genesis 1:27), there is a hierarchy that God 
established for the smooth functioning of the family. Paul wrote, 
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But I would have you know, that the head of every man is 
Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head 
of Christ is God. (1 Corinthians 11:3) 


Also in the husband-wife rélationship, though both are equal, 
God has established for one to submit to the other based on divine 
principles. 


Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto 
the Lord. (Ephesians 5:22) 


A “female” goat was sufficient for the common man in his 
sacrificial offering as it denoted “submission” to the will of God. 


If they were poor, a pair of turtledoves or pigeons was sufficient, as 
they were not holding a weighty office as the priest was. If they were 
still poorer and couldn't afford a bird sacrifice, only a small amount 
of fine flour was sufficient. This just reveals what an understanding 
God we serve! 


The poor man's fine flour symbolized the crushed body of Jesus 
on the Cross, like the broken bread of the New Testament during 
the communion service. And the rest had to offer either an animal 
or bird 


sacrifice, and the blood of these scarifies symbolized the blood of 
Jesus which shed on the Cross, like the New Testament symbol of the 
wine (grape juice) in the communion service. 


Yes, God had a reason when he specified the kind of sacrifice 
that was required for different occasions. Whether male or female, 
whether bullock, goat, heifer, ram or lamb—all had one thing in 
common—they all had to be without blemish, that's what really 
mattered. Each of these sacrifices was highlighting the different 
dimensions of the plan of salvation in symbolism. 


If I may say so, God was sensitive to the feelings of women too. He 
didn't want women to feel sad when He gave the gospel in symbolism! 
God used not just the male animals for sacrifice but sometimes a 
female animal was used as well, according to the situation in demand. 


But one might say: when the “reality” of these symbols, Jesus 
Christ, came, He came as a “man and not as a “woman | That is 
true. Jesus is called the “con” of God, and the “Son of man. But, . 
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please remember, God used a “woman” to bring forth His Son into 
the world and no man played a part in it! He had no human father, 
only a human mother. And if I may add (to the joy of women) it 
was only the men who were directly responsible in crucifying Jesus! 
(Though we all know it was the sin of mankind—men, women and 
children—for which He died). But it was basically the “men” who 
were bloodthirsty and demanding His death. 


As many men were bloodthirsty for His life many women were 
weeping for His death. Luke writes, 


And there followed him a great company of people, and of 
women, which also bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus 
turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 
(Luke 23:27, 28) 


So God has taken care of the sentiments of all—male and female— 
in His great plan of salvation! 


Finally, in Jesus, we are all equal as far as salvation is concerned 
and the benefits of it. Paul writes: 


There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 


Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) 


lease explain 2 Samuel 24:13 & 1 Chronicles 21:11, 12. They 
mention about the same event but give two different numbers 
of years for the famine! 


Let us look at the texts concerned. The writer of 2 Samuel records: 


So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall 
seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou 


ew 


flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue — 


thee? or that there he three days’ pestilence in thy land. (2 
Samuel 24:13) 


And the writer of Chronicles records: 
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So Gad came to David, and sald wate him, ‘Thus saith the 
LORD, Choose thee Uther three years’ famine, or three 
months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the eword 
of thine enemies overtaketh thee, or else three days the sword 
of the LORD, even the pestilence, if the land, and the angel 


of fhe LORD destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel, (1 
Chronicles 2h:11, 12) 


Indeed there are two different numbers given for the years 
of famine — “seven years” (2 Samuel 25:15) and “three years” (1 
Chronicles 21:12), But when you look at the background and the 


broader picture of the famine problem, you will gee that there is no 
4 ontradic tion 


Ketore we look into the “number” problem please note that both 
the verses, though talking about the same incident, are recorded not 
identically, though (he message is the same, The two writers put it 
in their own style and not, probably, the same way the message was 
communicated to them, ‘This is not a problem either because the 
Bible is “thought” inspired not “word” inspired, Even if we compare 
the Gospels we find the gospel writers word many similar stories a 
little differently one from the other. 


Coming back to the story of David—was it “seven years of famine’, 
or, “three years’ famine’? Well, it should be three years of famine for 
his folly. “Three” is most likely the number as the other judgments 
are also in the number “three” option—three months and threedays. 


But one might say: how come Samuel's record has the number 
“seven”? Let us look at the two verses again. “So Gad came to David, 
and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come 
unto thee in thy land?” (2 Samuel 24:13.) “So Gad came to David, 
and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Choose thee Either three 
vears' famine” (1 Chronicles 21; 11). 


Talking about famine there is an interesting passage in scripture — 
that Samuel records prior to this incident: 


Then there was a famine in the days of David three years, 
year after year; and David enquired of the LORD, And the 
LORD answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, 
because he slew the Gibeonites. (2 Samuel 21:1) 
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So Gad came to David, and sald wate him, Thue saith the 

LORD, Chodve thee Kither theee years! famine, (1 Chronteles 

21; th) 

that is, for David's ain--three years of famine, And the other 
record reads: 4 

So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, 

Shall seven years of famine come unto thee ta thy land? (2 

Samuel 24:13) 

‘That is, the land would now suffer for a total of seven yeurs—4 | 
vears that were just finished for Saul's sin and 3 new years for David's 


sin! 


. 
So the texts of 2 Samuel 24:13 and 1-Chronieles 21111, 12 are in 
perfect harmony, given from two different perspectives! 
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HH’ could God command His prophet te lie? 1 Kings 13:18 
says, “He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and 
an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring 


him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and 
drink water. But he lied unto him.” 


The story of the two prophets in 1 Kings Chapter 13 is a very 
interesting one. The “man of God” was deceived by an “old prophet” 
and was destroyed by a lion. We have in this story—a prophet who 
lied and a prophet who died! 


The young “man of God” obeyed the voice of the Lord and 
prophesied against Jeroboam the king of Israel for all the evil he was 
doing. And the king got furious and commanded to hold him for 
which the king's hand was “dried up” (1 Kings 13:4). Realizing that 
only the prayers by the same man of God would restore him, the king 
pleads with him to entreat the Lord to have mercy on him. And the 
young prophet responds positively: 


And the man of God besought the LORD, and the king’s 

hand was restored him again, and became as it was before. 

(I Kings 13:6) 

King Jeroboam desired to reward the man of God, and wanted 
him to come to his palace and refresh up, for which he refused as the 
Lord had given him a clear command. He testified: 


For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, 
Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same 
way that thou camest. So he went another way, and returned 
not by the way that he came to Bethel. (I Kings 13:9, 10) 


Then, an interesting twist takes place. An “old prophet” who 
heard of what happened to king Jeroboam comes seeking after the 
“man of God”. When he finds him taking rest under an oak tree he 
bids him come to his house and eat bread, The man of God is quick 
to tell him that God instructed him not to do so. Listen to what the 


old prophet had to say to this: 
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He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an 
angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, 
Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat 
bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. So he went 
back with him, and did eat bread in his kouse, and drank 
water. (1 Kings 13:18, 19) 
The Bible is clear that the old prophet “lied to the young prophet! 
The question actually is not—how can God command His prophet 


to lie, but rather, whether the old prophet was a prophet of God. in 
the first place? ? 


We know God is “truth” (John 14:6) and truth isthe complete 
opposite of lie. The Bible is clear about the righteous character of 
God. It is written, 


God is not a man, that he should lie. (Numbers 23:19) 
It was impossible for God to lie. (Hebrews 6:18) 


To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there 

is no unrighteousness in him. (Psalm 92:15) 

The Bible addresses the younger man as a “man of God’, but the 
older one is referred to as “an old prophet’, and not as “a man of 
God” or as “a prophet of God”. There lies the key! : 


Many times in the Bible we come*across false prophets who are 
just called “prophets” without the adjective “false”. And one of the 
common things that these so-called “prophets” do, is lie! 


The devil is the father of lies (John 8:44), and it is with his lies he 
deceived our first parents, too, who were not just man and weman 


of God, but more than that. They were directly shaped by the divine 
hand in the “image of God”! (Genesis 1:26, 27; Genesis 3:1-6). 


Look at two different prophets confronting each other during 
another period. Jeremiah the true prophet and Hananiah the false 
prophet—both are called “prophets”! 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, 

Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but — 

thou makest this people to trust in a lie. (Jeremiah 28:15) 
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One was a true prophet of God, while the other was false. And 
~ see it was lies that he was propagating, just as the “old prophet” 
CHEh, 

As Adam and Eve, who were the children of God, were tested 
and tell to the lies of the devil, (who pretended to be someone else) 
in spite of God warning them not to eat of the tree of knowledge of 
ood and evil, this young “man of God” was tested and he failed the 
same way to the lies of the devil through his agent the false prophet 


(who pretended to be someone else) and he ate when God told him 
not Co, 


Ihe “man of God” was sure what God told him as we see him 
standing resolute when king Jeroboam offered him to come to 
his palace and eat. How could he believe the “old prophet” who 
claimed to be a prophet of God, but whose fruit of the lips blatantly 
contradicted God's explicit command! He finally lost his life for 
disobeying God's plain Word. A lion tears him to death while he is 
on his way home. 


The “man of God” had no major problem when he was with the 
king. But he fell into a deadly trap when he was with a “prophet”! 
This tells us that “religious men’—who do not fully preach the 
Word—are more dangerous than corrupt rulers of the land! The 
devil doesn't give up his attempts to get us down. He will try till he 


succeeds. 


Interestingly we have another twist to this exciting episode when 
the “old prophet” prophesizes the death that-was awaiting the “man 
of God” for disobeying God's direct word to him! 


And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word 
of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back: 
And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, 
saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast 
disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the 
commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, 
But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in 
the place, of the which the LORD did say to thee, Eat no 
bread, and drink no water; thy carcase’shall not come unto 
the sepulchre of thy fathers. And it came to pass, after he 
had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for 
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Ni the asa, to wit, (or the praphet whom he had brought 
back, And when he waa gone, a tion met him by the way, 
aia stew Nin and hie careage waa caat la the way, and the 
ase stood by Uf, the Hon alae stood by the carease, (1 Kings 


(20.24) 

Ihe Mile saya that the “word of the LORD came” wate the old 
prophet The Lord did not speak directly to the “man of God” of his 
doom, but opted to use the one who decetved him to pronounce his 


curse! ] 


(his method of using the enemy was not really new, Remember 
Ralaam who was hired by the enemies of God waa used by God to 
bless Israel, and not curse it as he planned to? The Spirit of the Lord 
used him at that moment in time, 


And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding 
in his tents according to their tribes; and the spirit of God 
came upon him, (Numbers 24:2) ; 


Even during the time of Christ we see the high priest, who was 
controlled by Satan to kill Christ, being used by God at a particular 
moment to prophesy the death of the Messiah, John records; 


And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest 
that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, Nor 
consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die 
tor the people, and that the whole nation perish not, And 
this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, 
he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation, (John 
11:49-51) 


The man of God placed himself on enemy grounds when he went 
explicitly against the clear instructions of God, and the Lord couldn't 
protect him for his disobedience. If God intervened and protected 
him in his disobedience then king Jeroboam and the nation that 
was sinning against God would not fear the word of God that came 
through him. They would think that God's threatening is not to be 
taken seriously. 


His death brought more conviction and proof to the king and the 
people that the young man was indeed a man of God and his prophesy 
against the king and his kingdom was from God. Unfortunately, he 
gave proof of his stature as a prophet in a very anticlimax way by his — 
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own death which came through his disobedience to the Word of God 


~ > "Soees 


We do not know the eternal destiny of this “man of God”. Did he 
repent of his error as Adam and Eve did of theirs? Like Adam and 
Eve had to die according to the word of God so also this “man of 
Goad” had to face the natural consequences of his sin and die the first 
Seath. He had sometime to realize his mistake and repent and ask 


~ 


God for forgiveness so that he could escape at least the 2nd death, 


. 


_ The pride of hungry lions couldn't harm Daniel a faithful prophet 
of God but ene lion was enough to destroy this unvigilant prophet. 


se warning of Apostle Peter was literally fulfilled with a literal lion 
devouring him. Peter wrote, 


Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. 


Dieter = 2) 
eter O20) - 


Even today we need to be careful in accepting anyone who claims 
> be 2 “prophet” We are to test them by the reliable Word of God. 
~hrist and the Bible writers predicted that the world will be deceived 


by “prophets” in the last days, which come in His name! Jesus said: 


--—o 


Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves... Many will 

sav to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity... And every one that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand. (Matthew 7:15, 


22-23, 26) 


It is sad that the “man of God” was deceived by a false prophet 
There is no doubt about the final punishment for the “old prophet” 
:i> will be condemned in the last day judgment for being ar 


2€¢ Wi 
-nstrument in misleading a precious soul! Paul wrote: 


eo 


But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, jet him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now 
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again, If any man preach any other Gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed. (Galatians 1:8, 9) 
“Accursed” means eternally condemned. The old prophet said an 
“angel” spoke to him. We know that the devil can imitate anyone— 
an angel, or even Christ. It is written: 
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers 
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. (2 Corinthians 
11:14, 15) } 
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no 
man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christ; and shall deceive many. (Matthew 24:4, 5) 


The tragic story of the “man of God” is a lesson for all of us to 
adhere completely to the Word of God, and not believe the so-called 
“prophets” who come in His name. Satan is all out, through his false 
prophets, to deceive “If it were possible’, Jesus warned, “the very 
elect”! (Matthew 24:24) 

Also it is a strong reminder for all of God's people not to deviate 
from the clear instructions of God's Word! Only in obedience is our 


safety! 
ta. | 
a7, 


roverbs 26:4, 5 says, “Answer not a fool according to his folly 
P _.... Answer a fool according to his folly”. Do we answer a fool 
or not? 

This is the only place, probably, in scripture where we have two 
seemingly contradictory verses given together, Let us read what it 
Says: 

Answer not a fool according to his folly lest thou also be 

like unto him, Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he 

be wise in his own conceit. (Proverbs 26:4, 5) 


Since these two texts come one after the other we ean conclude, 
without any doubt, that Solomon knew what he was talking about 
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and that he deliberately placed them together. Once he says—we 
should not answer a fool and then he says we should answer. He 
gives reasons for both. 


“We need wisdom to know when to answer a fool and when hot 
to. When a fool is fooling others with his folly, don't let him have his 
way. Give him the taste of his own medicine! 


Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his 
own conceit. (Proverbs 26: 5) 


But when a fool is acting foolishly thus fooling his own self don't 
act that way! Let him alone! Solomon himself wrote: 


He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it. (Ecclesiastes 10:8) 


A fool talks his foolish mind out. He does not know what to say 
and when to say things. It is written: : 


A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; 

and what shall be after him, who can tell him? (Ecclesiastes 

10:14) . 

There is no point is advising a fool. It is like throwing pearls to a 
swine! What does a swine know but to trample the precious gems! So 
also a fool will do to the previous words of the wise. 


Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom 
of thy words. (Proverbs 23:9) 


The cue is when nonessential or light or negligible matters come 
out of his foolish mouth let him babble and don't interfere. At this 
time apply Proverbs 4:5—“Answer not a fool according to his folly 
lest thou also be like unto him.” But if it's serious issues or about God 
or truth or salvation, then he needs to be confronted and reproved. 
At this time apply Proverbs 4:6—“Amswer a fool according to his 
folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.” 


The Lord Jesus knew when to speak and when to keep silent. 
When He spoke people marveled and when He was silent people 
marveled too. Here is couple of verses: 


When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left 
him, and went their way. (Matthew 22:22) 
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And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the 
governor marvelled greatly. (Matthew 27:14) 
He was a marvelous God indeed! 


__ There is a time when a deaf ear has to be turned to the talks of 
fools, leaving them to reap of their own folly, and there is a time when 
a wise tongue should be employed lest they think they are smart and 
wise in important matters when in reality, they are not! - 


; 


D oes God force our wills and decisions? If not, what about the 
stories of Jonah or Paul where God never let them do what 


they wanted to do? 

The omnipotent God, who just by speaking can command life 
and matter into existence, does not force the will and the freedom of 
choice that He Himself has given to man. The only force He uses is 
the power of love. Paul declared: 


For the love of Christ constraineth us. (2 Corinthians 5:14) 


Love is powerful. The power of love is stronger than that of death. 
Death kills, but love gives life and a resurrection from the dead. God 
has delivered this world from the clutches of the devil with sheer 
love. God wins us back only with the power of love. For it is written: © 


For God so loved the world. (John 3:16) 


God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 


We love Him, because He first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 


Can you imagine loving parents doing nothing when they-watch 
their little child playing with fire and getting burnt? Don't earthly 
parents, who love their children, chasten them sometimes to bring 
them onto the right track? If man can do it because of love, can't 
God, whose heart is only love, do it for His wayward children? Paul 


wrote: 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God 
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dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not? Furthermore we have had fathers of 
our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of 
spirits, and live? (Hebrews 12: 6, 7, 9) 


All of us having sinned are playing with fire— hell fire—and this 
fire is more dangerous than the fire we know. It destroys, 


Both soul and body in hell. (Matthew 10:28) 


God in His mercy intervenes. He plucks us out of this devouring 
fire. God Himself declares: 


Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? (Zechariah 3:2) 


That is our story—plucked out of the fire! Thank God for that 
divine act. We cannot pull ourselves out of the mess, only God can, 
and only God does! We don't even know the danger of playing with 
this fire. We think it is keeping us warm, but it is indeed eating us 
up as a worm. , 


God has the right to pluck us out of Satan's clutches, as He is our 
Creator, and He also paid a big price for our ransom on the Cross. 


Let us see the case of Jonah. This man was already a prophet of 
God. He got a command from the King of the universe to preach 
a strong message at Nineveh (presently a part of Iraq), but he took 
a ship and headed towards Tarsus (in Southern Spain), some 2,200 
miles from Joppa (that was more than three times the distance to 
Nineveh!) 


God had a solemn message for more than 120,000 people of 
Nineveh. And this one man—the man of God—runs away. What is 
the duty of a prophet? Asa spokesman of God he was to preach the 
Word of God and convey a divine message from the most High to 
the people. And he does not do his basic job! You think God has no 
reason to be upset with him, and convey His displeasure? 


The most interesting story that children love to hear, over and 
over again, takes place. From the land to the ship... from the ship to 
the whale... from the three days “submarine” ride to the shore! Was 
God forcing him? No! Jonah could have refused it if he wanted to. — 
But God knew that this man loved Him, but the fear of the people 


PROP PPURE Ge, FE Peto, G/ 


and envy of the gentiles held him back. While God was helping 
hin to overcome his weakness of fear and faithleseness, God Wat, 
on the other hand, saving the fellow passengers of Jonah with His 
supernatural acts and miracles. The bible records: 


Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a 

sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows, (Jonah 1:16) 

Ax long as there is love for God in the soul, God will do His best 
(o bring the best out of it, If He cannot reach us through reason and 
appeal in the quiet way, He will try to awaken us with tremors and 
cacthquakes, storms and waves, just because His love for us is very 
SUrOnp. 

God cares and feels even for the wicked man who turns his back 
(o Him. Look at God's appeal to the wicked: 

Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked 

turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 

ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? (Ezekiel 33:11) 


And even when everything is dark and over, see the anguish of 


God, When there was nothing more He could do to the tribe of 
Ephraim, God was broken-hearted, He said: 


How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? (Hosea 11:8) 
Look at Jesus, the Son of God, weeping for the desolation of His 


people and His beloved city Jerusalem. 


And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
it. (Luke 19:41) 


Let us now analyze the story of Paul: Saul (as he was called 
before His conversion), was a spiritually blind Pharisee on the road 
to Damascus to slaughter God's saints. God had to give this man a 
chance to “see” the Gospel and the Christ of the Gospel. God doesn't 
just do this to Johan and Paul but does it to everyone when needed. 


It was Saul's turn and God had to knock him down to pick him 
up. He was so blind spiritually that real bright and dazzling light 
from Heaven was required to make him see clearly, This was his 
chance. He obeyed and fell in-line. God did not force him; He gave ~ 
him an opportunity. If Saul wanted, he could have refused it, as did 
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Pilate, who had so many opportunities, but turned it down, But Saul 
decided tor God—and you know the rest of the story of the man who 
took the Gospel to many parts of Europe and Asia, 


Yes, God never gives up that easily on anyone. Bven if we are 
stubborn, if there is hope for a change, God will do His best. For love 
will not give up if there is a possibility to bring the soul back to the 


ways of life! 


oes God hate people? He said, “I loved Jacob, And I hated 
Esau” Wasn’t God unfair to allow Jacob to inherit the 
birthright when it naturally belonged to Esau? (Malachi 1:2, 3) 


The Lord Jesus spoke the most famous text of the Bible, which 
says: | 


For God so loved the world. (John 3:16) 


When Jesus was hanging on the Cross of Calvary, He even prayed 
for His murderers. He said: 


Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. (Luke 

23:34) ; 

Does God hate anyone? If Jesus did not hate His own murders, 
He could hate no one else! Jesus came to reveal the Father's character. 
The Lord Himself declared: 


Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:44, 45) 


God's love for man does not change—whether we love Him back 
or not. His love is constant. He loves the whole world. But, please 
remember, that Heaven is only for those who love Him back as that 
is a place of love where God is enthroned and anyone who does not 
have this principle of love in their hearts will not be permitted there, 
for their own happiness sake and for the happiness of the rest. 
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Paul quotes prophet Isaiah in his letter to the Corinthians, He 


wrote 
Hut as it is written, Bye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him, (1 Corinthians 2:9) 


Yes, God loves all on earth but Heaven is “prepared for them that 
love him” 


Now, why did God say that He “hated” Esau? The prophet Malachi 


records God's words: 
I loved Jacob, And I hated Esau. (Malachi 1:2, 3) 


To understand the statement we need to go back to the story 
of Jacob and Esau, and the selling of the birthright. The birthright 
naturally goes to the eldest son. But when the eldest was not loyal to 
the high calling of God, it was given to the son who deserved it, 


Look at Cain and a few others. Cain was the firstborn of Adam. 
But he proved to be a murderer of his own brother. Therefore the 
blessing of the birthright went to Seth. He became the chosen 
instrument through whom the Messiah would come. Also we see 
Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob. But because of his unfaithful deeds 
the birthright got divided among some of his brothers who proved 
more faithful. Joseph got the double portion of the inheritance; 
Judah got the blessings to be the progenitor of the promised Messiah 
who would come through his lineage; and Levi got the priesthood. 


We know the famous story of the selling of the birthright by Esau 
to Jacob. Esau was a skilful hunter and a good cook, while Jacob was 
a simple man. 


And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but 
Rebekah loved Jacob. (Genesis 25:28) | 


Though both were twins, Esau was the first to be born and Jacob 
was born second. 


Jacob would have heard his mother telling him later about the 
prophecy of God to her: 


And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, 
and two manner of people shall be separated from thy 
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bowels; and the one peopl 
; ple shall be stronger than the other 
people; and the elder shall serve the younger. (Genesis 25;23) 


Instead of letting God fulfill the in Hi 
| promise in His own way and 
time, Jacob decided to “help” the Lord, and he messed it up. Through 
shrewd business tactics he made his brother sell his birthright and 
got the coveted blessing that comes with it. Later he cheated his blind 


father, by lying, with the help of his mother, to gain the blessing of 
the dying father. . 


Coming back to the selling of the birthright by Esau to Jacob—for 
sure God was not pleased with the actions of Jacob and the tactics 
he employed to get it.. He had to be reprimanded for this act and, 
more so, for the deception he played on his father to get the complete 
blessing, finally. Jacob had to leave his home and stay with his uncle 


for twenty long years! In the process, he riever saw his dear mother 
again. She died while he was away. 


There is a price we all have to pay for our “wise” ways. But God in 
His great mercy does not punish us eternally. On the other hand, God 
was more upset with Esau for his utter negligence and carelessness 
to such a great privilege of the birthright. For Esau, a bowl of soup 
was more important than the blessing of God through the birthright! 


And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what 
profit shall this birthright do to me? (Genesis 25:32) 


“What profit”? His stomach was more important to him than his 
soul! His life was more important than the promised blessing of God. 
His God was in the wrong place! This scripture rightly fits him, 


Whose God is their belly. (Philippians 3:19) 

He wanted to satisfy his hunger and did not mind losing his 
blessings. The Lord Jesus said: ! ‘ 

He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his 

life for my sake shall find it. (Matthew 10:39) 


ied i the red pottage? Ow 

Would Esau have died if he did not get Tec 

Lord fasted for 40 days and did He die? Daniel abstained a 

foods for 21 days! Saul, who became Paul, went hungry an 
for three full days (See Matthew 4:2; Daniel 10:3; Acts 9:9). Non 


them died of hunger. | : 
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Esau treated the divine privilege lightly. The appetite ofhis tongue 
was stronger than the desire to fulfill God’s divine plan through him. 
God had to withhold the covenant blessings he was supposed to 
receive. In this context, He loved Jacob and hated Esau. 


The Lord loved Jacob because this man knew the value of the 
birthright and the blessings of God. His desire was appreciated by 
God, his yearning for divine things were to be applauded, though 
he was hasty and did not wait upon God for which he had to be 
disciplined, which God did. 


Paul comments on Esau in the book of Hebrews. This is what the 
apostle wrote: 


Profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold 
his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he 
would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he 

- found no place of repentance, though hesought it carefully 
with tears. (Hebrews 12:16-17) 


Paul called him a “profane” person; that is, someone who had 
no regard for sacred things. Since he showed his profanity in the 
birthright privilege, he had no place to receive the blessings of the 
covenant from his father, even though he sought it with tears. 


When God said, “I hated Esau’, He had a reason apart from 
Esau being negligent and showing carelessness. When Jacob got his 
father's blessing by fraud, Esau was mad at him. He decided to kill 
his brother for this (as did Cain), which would have surely displeased 
God. 

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days 

of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my 

- brother Jacob. (Genesis 27:41) 

Isn't the rule of God clear? What we do to others God will do it 
to us. Jesus said: 

But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in 

heaven forgive your trespasses. (Mark 11:26) 


Esau “hated” Jacob. And what did he expect from God? He got 
the same response from God to him! Not that God hated Esau as we 


5 
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sinful humans hate each other sometimes, but Got preferred Jacob 
over Esau. We get the meaning of the word “hate” when we compare 
two passages of scripture in the New Testament. Jesus said: 


If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 1 


and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and 
his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:26) 


Elsewhere He said: 


He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me. (Matthew 10:37) : 7 
© “hate” our parents does not literally mean to hate them in the 
sense of despising them, but that we need to love God more than 
em. The same way God loved Jacob more than Esau; that is, he 
preferred Jacob to Esau because Esau proved himself unworthy. 
Sod blessed Esau too, materially. Esau later told Jacob, who sent 


rr: 
fiditi piiis, 


And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou 
hast unto thyself. (Genesis 33:9) 


As far as the choosing of the two brothers in the context of 
bestowing the covenant blessing was concerned, Jacob was loved and 


*. 


stand an equal chance. Peter said that, 


The Lord is ...... not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) : 


esus said in Matthew 7:1—“Judge not, that ye be not judged”. 
Does this mean that we need to suspend all our judgments? 
Let us read what the Lord Jesus said in His first great sermon, the 


Sermon on the Mount. - 


Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, 
it oil be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou . 
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the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? (Matthew 7:1-3) 

We know that every action has an equal and opposite reaction. 
If we are quick in judging the faults of others God will be quick in 
showing us that we are no better, And this judging—the fault of 
others—is not for correction, but to show “I am better than you’, the 
“holier than thou attitude”. That is why Christ called such people 
“hypocrites” (Matthew 7:5). Hypocrites do that very thing while 
passing judgment on others (hoping that, since they condemned it 
in others, God will forgive their very act!). Paul, too, wrote the same: 

Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou 
art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thow 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same 
things... And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them 
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt 
escape the judgment of God? (Romans 2:1, 3) 


Look at another text where our Lord talked about nearly the same 
thing: 

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye 

shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. 

(Luke 6:36, 37) 


The Bible is also clear that we all will be judged by God—the good 
and the bad. Paul wrote, ; 


But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou 
set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. (Romans 14:10) 


So when Jesus said, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged” He 
didn't mean we won't have to appear before the judgment seat of God, 
but what he meant was we won't be condemned in the judgment. 


Since Jesus said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged” do we 
therefore stop judging anything? No! Jesus also said, “Condemn not, 
and ye shall not be condemned.” But that doesn't mean we don't 
condemn anything. We are called to condemn sin, but not the person. 
The person has to be given hope but his sin has to be condemned, 
and not condoned or accepted. God said to the prophets of old: 
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Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob 
their sins. (Isaiah 58:1) 


[hough the sin is condemned, the sinner is not. He has to be 
pointed to the Savior. Paul wrote to young Timothy: 


Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. (1 Timothy 

1:15) 

We are not to judge a person by condemning or ridiculing him. 
But we are to use our judgment in the sense of discerning things. 


Jesus himself commended Simon when he rightly judged a matter in 
the sense of discernment. Jesus said: 


Thou hast rightly judged. (Luke 7:43) 
And on some other occasion, Jesus said: 


Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous 
judgment. (John 7:24) 


Judgment based on the Word of God is “righteous judgment” as 
the Word of God is righteous. Jesus tells us how we need to judge, 
and how we should not judge: 


Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, 
my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father 
that sent me. (John 8:15, 16) 


Judging righteously is not wrong, but judging as a hypocrite does, 
is wrong. Righteous judgment is basically, judging the act of sin as 
a sinful without condemning the person committing it all the while 
knowing that this judgment is to a reminder of how important it is 
to keep God's laws and that the person doing the judging is also a 
sinner and not righteous in himself except through Jesus Christ. 


In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus warned us of false prophets. 
He said: | 

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep'sclothing, 

but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by 


their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good frnit; but a corrupt 
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tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them. (Matthew 7:15-20) 


Jesus wants us to be aware of them, lest they deceive us. He wants 
us to inspect the fruits of their lives, and of the words they speak 
When it is not in conformity to God's Word, He said you must test 
and know if they are false using God's Word as the standard for 
testing. So we have got to be “fruit inspectors” and make righteous 
judgments, otherwise we will be deceived. We need to use our God- 
given judgment and not fall into the enemy's trap. The apostle wrote 


Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the eel te 
(1 Corinthians 14:29) 
Judging in the sense of discerning is important, but judging im the 
sense of condemning is wrong. . 


The apostle to the gentiles wrote an important text in his epistle 
to the Hebrews: 


But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even 
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil. (Hebrews 5:14) 


God wants us to use our senses and discern what is right from 
wrong, who is true and who is false. We need to judge righteously 
and truthfully. It is written: 


Come now, and let us reason together. (Isaiah 1:18) 


We are made in the image of God. We have been given reasoning 
capacity and God wants us to use it well, for we are on enemy 
territory! 


* NEXSNNNNY ANSWERS ND 5 INTRIGUING RIKER 


ay 


| —_ 
Hs Sud Deter recuginize Bltjah and Manes ann t 
ee (See Matthew 114) 


as read what wc eaten 


Land, ®t as goed for un te be hare SER 
Sie rm ete an eo 
awe dar Bias. (Matthew UN) Se 


Sax sare Peter did not nave the photogrigh Nai 
~ TRognize then! So Peter TRURTIEIN them on - own ¥ 
sowwdie tA us ye 
Owe of the possitilities is when they dof the mn 


palong with Jesus, if they addressed each by name then Pe 
woakd have had no problem & recognize them! 7 My 


see how, an ennthen ociaien ae sognined a gr ater 
meee: > Mases and Bhjah, This is found in the \ @ 
chapter, Here Jesus asked His disciples to contess as to ove 


He saith unto them, But whom say ye that Lam? And Si ae 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the § " 
che living God. And Jesus answered and said unto h ~ 4)" 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hai 

rot reveeled it eee eT ee 
(Matthewlé 15-17) 
Deter got it nght while the others didn't, He easily ide 


vesus was—“the Son of the Living God” But Peter got he 
It was the heavenly Father who revealed ittohim! wij 


Yes, Peter got it right again in weniving, Moses and Bj 
Obviously the Father revealed it to him through ed 
che Holy Spirit, if Moses and Elijah didn’t identify the 


mount. 


The same Peter su that its the Holy Spirit whore 
God's people. He wrote: 


MICHAEL PEDRIN, PH.D. 77 


Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 


Ghost. (2 Peter 1:21) 


ohn the Baptist said-about Christ: “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). If Christ 


took away the sins of the world, then why is there sin still in the 
world? 


The Greek word for “taketh” is “airo”, which means—take up; take 
away; bear on oneself; carry; etc. On Calvary Jesus bore the sin of the? 
whole world, He paid the penalty for everyone, from Adam's sin to 
the last sinner on earth. 


Isaiah wrote: 

The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

The penalty or the wages of sin, what Jesus paid on the cross, is 
death. The Apostle Paul wrote, 

The wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) 


As he took away the “sin of the world” He paid the penalty of sin, 
which is death, for everyman. The apostle wrote, 

He by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

(Hebrews 2:9) 

In the Bible there is more than one death mentioned. Jesus 
Himself said, 


He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 
(Revelation 2:11) 


If there is a “second death” then logically there has to be a first 
death too. The first death is what we all experience in this world 
at the end of our lifespan. This is experienced by all—believers in 
Christ and unbelievers, the good and the bad. The second death 
is the eternal death, the wages of sin, which will be on the day of 
the final judgment, only reserved for those who have rejected the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 


Christ paid the wages of sin, which is the 2nd death, on the cross. 
That is why He offers the ones who accept Him as Lord and Savior, 
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and who overcome sin by His grace, the opportunity of being not 
“hurt of the second death” (Revelation 2:11). But those who reject 
Him and those who continue to sin, 2nd death awaits them on the 
last day. John wrote, 


But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second 
death. (Revelation 21:8) 


Jesus plainly told his followers about possessing eternal life now 
and passing over death, the 2nd death, even now when we believe in. 
Him because of the provision of the cross. 


Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life. (John 5:24) 


Even though we die the first death the believers in Jesus have 
alrea ady passed from death, 2™* death, unto life, eternal life. 


Those who don't understand about the 2™ death concept are 
bound to misunderstand this topic as many in Jesus days did. On 
one occasion when Jesus mentioned about it, the Pharisees totally 
misunderstood Him and accused Jesus of being demon phair 9 
for making such statements. John recorded, 


Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he 

shall never see death. Then said the Jews unto him, Now 

we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the 

prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall 
never taste of death. (John 8:51, 52) - 


Jesus was referring to the 2™ death and not the first death as He » 
said in Revelation, “He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 
second death”. (Revelation 2:11), but they didn't discern that. 


On the cross Jesus was paying the penalty of sin, which is the and 
death, which He has taken away by the sacrifice on Himself. And 
those who believe in Him can now escape it, but those who reject His 
offer of salvation will have to pay for their own sins and die the 2™¢ 
death in the lake of fire. 
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Ion the eroas Chriat took the sing of the world away (and not the 
Penalty of ain away which ie the 2nd death) then yea, olin and death, ag 
we nee Ht tow, should not exit after the cross, If that happened, then 
howe living afler the eros would be living ensentially in a sinless — 
world, with a sinless body, where there would be no sin, sickness and 
all the reaulta of ain, including death, Then all who lived afier Calvary 
would not need to believe in Savior as they would be forever saved 
and wecured, Mut that is not what that text of John 1:29 meant and 
(hat is not what the Bible teaches about the plan of salvation, 


Though the devil was defeated on the cross and the works of the 
levil were exsentially destroyed, the devil and his works are still seen, 
but atand defeated at the Crows, 


That through death he might destroy him that had the ~ 
power of death, that is, the devil, (Mebrews 2:14) . 


Vor this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil, (1 John 3:8) 


The work of Christ for our atonement began on Calvary as He. 
paid the full penalty for our sins as the Lamb of God, But, Jesus has 
yone to assume another role in the plan of Salvation in the Sanctuary 
above, as our High Priest where He intercedes with His blood on our 
behalf, The apostle wrote, 


Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: 
We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the 
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 


and not man, (Hebrews 8:1, 2) 


Once He completes His work as High Priest, Jesus will return as 
Judge to execute His judgment, upon the living and the dead, _ 


The Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the 
dead at His appearing and His kingdom, (2 Timothy 4:1) — 
(NKJV) 

And finally, it will be time up for Jesus to execute judgment on 
the devil whom he defeated on the cross and physically destroy 
him and his works and his kingdom, thus putting an end to it all. 
The scripture declares this will happen on the last day, when Jesus 
executes His judgment: 
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And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone. (Revelation 20:10) 


Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. (Matthew 25:41) : 


And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. (Revelation 20:14) © 


Once the devil and sinners and sin and all the works of the devil 
are totally and physically and permanently destroyed from of the 
face of the earth God, creates everything new. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 

and the first earth were passed away. (Revelation 21:1) 


In this new earth nothing of the old earth will ever again surface. 
Behold this amazing verse, | 


And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed — 
away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words 
are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto 
him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
(Revelation 21:4-6) 


All this is possible because of what Jesus accomplished on the 
cross when He as the Lamb of God paid the penalty of sin and 


triumphantly declared, 
It is finished. (John 19:30) 
oesn’t Paul give contradicting reports of his Damascus 
D experience? In one place he says his companions heard the 


voice from heaven, and in another place he says they did not hear 
the voice! (See Acts 9:7 and Acts 22:9) : 


Yes, there are two apparently contradicting verses regarding 
Paul's Damascus experience. Though these two verses both appear 
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in the book of Acts it was narrated by two different people—one was 
Luke's statement, the author of the book, and the other was Paul's 


statement, the one who experienced the incident. Let's look at both 
the texts. Luke wrote, 


The men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. (Acts 9:7) 


Paul said later, 


They that were with me saw indeed the light, and were 
afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. 
(Acts 22:9) 


Thought it appears contradictory, logically analyzing it we should 
realize it cannot be so because both are from the book of Acts. 
Obviously, Luke knew exactly what he was writing down. 


Let us now-examine what exactly happened, Luke wrote: 
Hearing a voice, but seeing no one. (Acts 9:7) 
This voice was the voice of Jesus to Paul from Heaven. 


When Jesus was alive on earth the Father spoke publicly at least * 
on three occasions—once at Baptism, another time at the Mount 
of Transfiguration and yet another time just before His death (See 
Matthew 3:17; Matthew 17:5; John 12:28). Let's read one passage and 
kindly notice the different views of the people when the Father spoke 
just before His Son's death. It is written: 


Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
again. The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said 
that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. (John 
12:28, 29) 


The people heard the voice from Heaven, and said, “It thundered’, 
while others said, “An angel spake to him’. Though the Father spoke, 
some could not understand who it was, and what was spoken, but 
thev heard a sound and were wondering from whence it was and 


what was said. 
This is exactly what happened on Damascus’ highway when the 


Son of God spoke to Paul from Heaven. Paul understood every word 
that was spoken as it was addressed to him. In fact he was having a 
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dialogue with Jesus in the “Hebrew tongue” (Acts 26:14), Only Paul 
knew whom he was speaking to and what Jesus said to him. The rest 
were just spectators. They saw him fall to the ground and the heavenl 
light focused on him which was so powerful that Paul turned blind 
for three days, which blindness was restored with miraculously, 


Luke wrote the about the people who accompanied Paul: 
Hearing a voice, but seeing no man. (Acts 9:7) 


That is true. They heard a voice rumbling down from Heaven but 
did not see who it was that spoke. 


Paul, many years later, tells of his experience to the Jews and also 
the experience of his companions, who: 


Saw indeed the light. (Acts 22:9) 


This is no problem at all. The previous passage said they saw “nq 
man’. They saw the light streaming from Heaven but did not see 
Jesus! 


Paul declared, “They heard not the voice”. What did Paul mean by 
this? Listen to Paul a little previous to that: 


And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto 
me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And I answered, 
Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. And they that were with 
me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not 
the voice of him that spake to me. (Acts 22:7-9) 


Paul said he heard the voice. What did the voice say?—“Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
thou persecutest.” The rest of his companions heard not the voice, 
meaning, they did not hear what was spoken, though they could 
hear some sound. Probably they thought it “thundered” like the 
Jews thought when the Father spoke to Jesus. That is why Luke 
said earlier, they “stood speechless, hearing a voice”. They heard 
someone speaking to Paul, but did not know who it was and what 
was spoken. 

The Greek verb “akouo” which is translated as “heard” or “hear” 


can mean different things depending on the context. When it is 
accompanied with a noun in the genitive case it means—simple | 
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pees This is like hearing a thunder but not understanding 
anything beyond it. And this is what it was in Acts 9:7 they heard 
sae And when the verb “akouo” is paired with a noun in 
€ accusative case it means more th ion, i 
understanding what was said. Mi ei 

Paul's companions perceived the voice but didn't understand it! 

When Daniel had vision on the banks of the great river Hiddekel, 
there was a similar experience. Daniel writes: 

And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were 

with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon 

them, so that they fled to hide themselves. (Daniel 10:7) 

Yes, the companions of Paul too felt the manifestation of divinity 
but only Paul was in the thick of it. They saw the light, but did not see 
the Person; they heard a voice but did not hear or understand what 
the voice said, 


The two reports are in perfect harmony! 


2) 


Wea it be fair, if God made everyone on the same 
platform—All having equal riches, opportunities, privileges 
and trials and tests? art 


There-are some who are born rich and some who are born poor; 
some are more privileged and some are not. Some have better 
opportunities to excel and increase in wisdom and knowledge, but — 
some don't. Now all this is because we are living in a sinful world 
where everything has gone topsy-turvy. There are some natural laws 
that take over. And God does not alter this law, because God is a God 
of order and sequence. 


If parents are brilliant, their children will most likely be brilliant 
too; the same is true when parents are not too intelligent. Similarly, 
when parents are rich, the riches are passed on to their children and 
they stand a better chance to do well in life than the child of a poor 


man. 


Whatever the background of anyone—rich or poor, brilliant or 
not, educated or uneducated, having opportunities or closed doors— 
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—_ not matter in the sight of the Lord on the final Judgment Day. 
Only according to the light and opportunities one has received he 
Will be judged. In one of the parables, Jesus said: | 

But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy 

of stripes, shall be beaten with few Stripes. For unto 

whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: 

and to whom men have committed much, of him they will 

ask the more. (Luke 12:48) 

Again the Lord said: 

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 

much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in 

much. (Luke 16:10) 

The principle is clear. In the final reckoning God will take into 
account all things that pertain to our life. Our problem is not about 
what we don't have, but it's about what we possess and how we 
have utilized it. Our problem is not what we don't know, but it is 
what we do know and are not performing accordingly. We are held 
accountable only for what we have, and not for what we have not. - 

If you cannot help someone because of your poor or helpless 
situation God will not hold you responsible for it. But if it is in your 
power to help and still you neglect a poor, helpless person, you stand 
guilty before God. It is written: 

Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when 

it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Say not unto thy 

neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; 

when thou hast it by thee. (Proverbs 3:27, 28) 

James the apostle added: ) 

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 

to him it is sin. (James 4:17) 

It does not matter if we are not all that privileged in this world as 
this is only a temporary world. All the advantages a better-off person 
has are only a passing one. Paul wrote: 

While we lock not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 

temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (2 


Corinthians 4:18) 
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Cortithilane O14) 

Ihe truth ia plain whatever position we are in, I Anes nor 
matter av far ae eternal things are concerned, Whatever (rials and 
leniplationa we face, we can hear i ly ihe grace of Gods He wilh 
Hot permit a to be tried more than we ean bear, In the final lay 
of Judgment, God will consider everythin that we had, and had 
not, and make a perfect judgment, ven where we were born, the 
background, advantages me disadvantages, are all written in the 
record book of Heaven, The Paalmiat wrote 

ihe LORD shall count, when he weiteth up the people, that 

this man was born there, (Psalm 47:6) 

Hut one might say: Hf we are born rich in this world, we stand 
, better chance to be more positive, as there will not be this extra 
pressure of finane ial burdens that pulls us down! Well, that needn't 
he true. In fact riches can be a snare to get us on the wrong wide! Jesus 
warned about it, Me sald } 

lt is caster fora camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 

for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God, (Matthew 

19:24) 

That does not mean rich people will not be in Heaven— Abraham, 
David, Job were rich (See Genesis 13:2; 2 Samuel 3:1; Job 1:3), But 
riches could be a stumbling block for many, as “the love of money is 
the root of all evil” (1 ‘Timothy 6:10), [tis not money that is the root 
of all evil, but the love of money, the seripture declares, If God wants 
to make a person rich or poor, He can do it. The Bible declares: 

The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, 

and lifteth up. (1 Samuel 2:7) 


{t is the Lord who gives talents to man, ‘To some He gives: 


Five talents, to another two, and to another one, (Matthew 
25:15) 
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Even the various gifts of the Spirit are given to each one according 
to the decision of God. It is written: 
But all these worketh that one and the selfsame 


4EG6 _— 
dividing to every man severally as he will. (1 Corinthians 
12:11) 


Whatever we naturally possess at birth, and whatever talents 
and gifts God bestows by and by, we have to make the best use of it 
and glorify God. Also we are all bound by the heavenly principle of 
sharing and caring for the lesser privileged. It is written, 


Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
(Galatians 6:2) 


To loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, 
and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? 
Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, 
that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine 
own flesh? (Isaiah 58:6, 7) 


A stronger brother has to support the weaker one; this is a moral 
duty God requires of each of us. ‘ 


God has permitted inequality to exist (which is a result of sin) 
so that we could be channels of blessing to one another—some in- 
giving and some in receiving. Both are tested differently. The richer 
are tested to see if they are selfish, and if so, to overcome it by giving 
to the poorer one. And the poorer are tested to see if they have ego 
issues in receiving help. At the same time we all give and receive from 
each other not just material blessing but help and services too. This 
is God's plan as to why He has permitted this unevenness to exist. 


It does not mattervat all, as far as salvation is concerned, about the 
“advantages or disadvantages” one might have. In Christ there is no 
disadvantage. He said: 


My grace is sufficient for thee, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 


There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) 
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One day very soon when sin, sinners and Satan are destr 
the unevenness that sin has brought in will be gone and the platform 
will be leveled and the privileges will be same for all, for all eternity. 


Praise God! 
| 28 | 


an the death of one—Jesus Christ—atone for the sins of all 
humanity. How can that be proportionate? 

The Bible clearly presents that Jesus did take the sins of the whole 
world on Himself, John the Baptist testified: 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the ; 

world. (John 1:29) : 

John the apostle put it this way: 

And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 

only, but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:2) 

In Romans Chapter 5 to see the gravity one person can have on 
the rest. Paul here talks about two persons—Adam and Christ. Didn't 
the sin of one man, Adam, affect all human beings? The apostle wrote: 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 

death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 

have sinned. (Roman 5:12) 

You see the act of one man, Adam, affected all of us. The reason is 
he was the first man on earth; he was the ruler of this planet. When — ~ 
the head of the race fell, all fell with him! 

Adam was no ordinary man, he was a unique one; he was shaped 
by God's own hand. He was different from all of us in that sense. And 
the second One that Paul talks about is greater than Adam. He wrote 
elsewhere: 

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the 

Lord from heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:47) 

The Lord God, the King of kings—that is who Jesus is! 

If the disobedience of Adam could affect the whole human race 
because of whom he was, how much more, then, the obedience of the 
King and Lord of the whole universe can restore it! 
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For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, 

so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

(Romans 5:19) 

When we know who that one man is, all questions about if it is 
possible for one person to save all mankind is gone. 

If we want to know the value of a single human being, listen to 
Jesus, 

For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 

and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 

for his soul? (Matthew 16:26) 

One single person is more worth than the wealth of the whole 
world, or the whole world with its riches, because we were made 
in the “image of God”. Now, guess what could be the value of God 
Himself the Creator of this world and the universe? Put the whole 
universe on one side of a balance, and put God on the other side of 
it, and would you think the whole universe could match the value of 
God? There is no price tag for God, dear friend. He is the Creator of 
all things. He is infinitely invaluable! 

The death of Jesus, the Son of God, is more than enough, not only 
to save the entire human race, if needs be, to save the whole universe, 
and beyond! God said: 

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? Saith 

the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 

hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by 
number: he calleth them. all by names by the greatness of 
his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. 

(Isaiah 40:25, 26) 

God preferred to see His Son die the eternal death than see billions 

of human beings being lost forever. Oh! What infinite love. A price 


beyond measure for the ransom of humanity, and this tiny world! 
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~ Wasn't the bronze serpent made by Moses in the wilderness 
an idol? Wasn't it idolatry to look upon it for healing? 


~ Why did God kill Uzza for helping the Ark of God not to fall 
down when the cart tumbled? (See 1 Chronicles 13:1 1)) 


~~_ Haven't Enoch and Elijah gone to heaven? Then why does 
Jesus say, “No man has ascended to heaven"? (John 3:13) 


~ Will there be death in the New Earth? If not, how do you interpret 
isaiah 65:20, which says, “....for the child shall die an hundred 


‘years old"? ; 
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